
 
 

   

Teach Them To Teach 
 
 

The Lord built his church not just to provide opportunities for 
people to worship and study together, though activities such as 
these are important and delightful.  Christ’s purpose for the 
church was not to provide Christians a pleasant fellowship with 
likeminded friends.  One of the primary reasons for the church 
is to ensure the fires of evangelism never go out. Those fires are 
meant to burn brightly from one generation to the next.  
Faithful, godly men and women want and need encouragement, 
as well as help, in carrying on the great work of sharing the 
gospel.  Teach Them To Teach is written to keep those fires 
burning and to rekindle dying embers. 

 
The lessons in this workbook were based upon the text of the 
English Standard Version (ESV).  Other versions may offer 
additional insight and clarity.  It is expected that students will 
study each lesson as preparation for the in-class discussions of 
the topics presented.  Lessons employ discovery learning in which 
Biblical texts are cited containing blank spaces to encourage 
eyes-on-the-text for additional consideration and emphasis.  
Additional questions (Discussion?) are provided for class/group 
settings.  
 
May God’s blessings be upon you!    

 
 
The need is great! 

The time is urgent! 
The rewards, infinite! 

  

 
 
 

 
Don Huddleston, 2021 



 
 

CONTENTS 
 

   
     LESSON                                PAGE 
 
 PART 1:  MOTIVATION FOR SHARING THE GOSPEL   1 
 

1.  The Gospel is Good News!     2 
 

2.   God’s Incredible Love!     5 
 

3.   God’s Undeserved Mercy!     8 
 

4.   God’s Delightful Joy!             11 
 

5.  God’s Surpassing Peace!            14  
 

6.   God’s Gift of Hope!             17  
 
 PART 2:  GETTING EQUIPPED TO SHARE THE GOSPEL          20 

 

7.    Finding the Courage             21 
 

8.  Finding the People             24 
 

9.   Finding the Opportunity            27 
 

10.   Finding the Words             30  
 
 PART 3:  A WAY TO SHARE THE GOSPEL            33  

 

11.   Do You Know Jesus the Way?                     34 
 

12.   Do You Know Jesus the Truth?           37 
 

13.   Do You Know Jesus the Life?                              40 

 
**  The Alpha Study              43 



1 
 

PART 1 
 

Motivation for Sharing the Gospel 
 

 
 
 
 
Proper motivation is needed if Christians are to overcome 
fear and the busyness of life in sharing the gospel.  
Without the right motivation, even well-meaning 
Christians may find it difficult to begin and maintain 
efforts aimed at reaching others with the good news.   
 
The six lessons in PART 1 identify reasons why the 
gospel is news too good to keep to ourselves.  A growing 
understanding and deepening conviction about these 
things lead Christians to a profound gratitude that 
motivates them to keep on, keepin’ on!  The more 
Christians understand what they have in Christ, the more 
they want others to have it as well.  The gospel changes 
people.  They begin to feel a joy and a peace about 
themselves and their relationship with God.  Because the 
Holy Spirit has come to dwell within their heart, in the 
words of Jesus, out of their hearts begin to flow “rivers of 
living water” (John 7:38).   As saints begin to take on more 
and more of the likeness of Christ, they become good news!  
When that happens, sharing the gospel with others is not 
something out of their comfort zone; it becomes their 
comfort zone!   
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Lesson 1                                         The Gospel is Good News! 
 

Premise: Christians will not persist and be effective in sharing the gospel with others until it has 
become such good news to them that they cannot keep it to themselves! 

  

In the Beginning…   It can be difficult to appreciate good news if you do not understand the bad.  

Romans 8:2 speaks about something called “the law of ______ and _______.”  That means death is the 

penalty for sin (Romans 6:23).  For mankind, the law of sin and death came into force soon after the 

creation.  In a beautiful garden with everything needed for a blessed life, Adam received instructions 

which included a warning not to eat of the “the tree of knowledge of good and evil.”  God told Adam, “in the 

_____ that you eat of it you shall surely _____”  (Genesis 2:17).  It was not long until the first couple faced 

a choice of whether to obey God or enjoy the forbidden fruit for themselves.  They yielded, of course, but 

surprisingly their lives did not immediately end.  However, forced from the garden, they and their 

descendants would now live in a world made increasingly hostile and corrupt because of sin.  Describing 

what happened, the apostle Paul wrote:  “Therefore, just as _____ came into the world through _____ man, 

and ________ through sin, and so death ________ to _____ men because all sinned” (Romans 5:12).       

Discussion?  Would God have been justified in ending the lives of Adam and Eve when they sinned?   

 

Before the Beginning   Rest assured, nothing man does 

has ever surprised God.  Even so, from before creation, before 

Adam and Eve were fashioned by the hands of God, before sin 

first raised its ugly head, God knew what men would do.  He 

also knew his plans for mankind.   Paul called it God’s “eternal 

_________,” which was “___________ in Christ Jesus our Lord” 

(Ephesians 3:11; see also 1 Peter 1:18-20).   That plan, called 

the gospel, was to make a way of forgiveness for every sinner, 

for every sin.  God’s plan would give a clear demonstration of 

both his righteousness and his love (see Romans 3:25-26; 5:8).  

The Scriptures tell of this good news:  “For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are 

copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God ___  _____  _________.  Nor 

was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every year with blood not his own,  for then 

he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at 

the end of the ages to _____  _______  _____ by the sacrifice of himself” (Hebrews 9:24-26).                                       

Discussion?  Why did God continue with the creation, knowing that men would sin?   

A Tale of Two Evils    The mercy and grace shown to Adam and Eve in the garden was the 

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Like cold water to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country.”  For most people, 

sharing good news is not hard.  It is not something about which they must fret.  They are not concerned 

with what people might think of them if they share it. They do not spend a lot of time thinking about 

what to say or how to say it. Good news is simply something that delights and presses the heart for 

expression.  Possibly this explains why many Christians are MIA (“missing in action”) when it comes 

to sharing the gospel with others.  Some may have never understood that the gospel is good news, and 

are unaware of just how good the good news really is!   

For I know the plans I 
have for you, declares 
the Lord, plans for 
welfare and not for 
evil, to give you a 
future and a hope.        

--Jeremiah 29:11 
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beginning of good news.  God’s eternal purpose had been set in motion, (see also God’s promise of a Savior 

in Genesis 3:15).   The sin that brought death into the world, however, was not simply the eating of some 

forbidden fruit.  Their sin was one of turning against God, of not giving honor to the Creator and 

Sustainer of everyone and everything.  It was the sin of the one made saying to his maker, “I know better 

than you!”  One of the prophets drew a vivid picture of man’s sin problem: “For my people have committed 

____ evils: they have __________  ____, the __________ of living waters, and hewed out cisterns ____  

__________, broken cisterns that can hold no ________” (Jeremiah 2:13).   Paul describes the situation in 

Romans 1:18-21,  “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against ____ ungodliness and unrighteousness 

of men, who by their unrighteousness _________ the _______. For what can be known about God is _______ to 

them, because God has ________ it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, 

have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without 

________.  For although they knew God, they did not ________ him as God or give ________ to him, but they 

became futile in their _________, and their foolish hearts were __________.”   Such is the world even today, 

a world into which God still sends his people to proclaim the gospel.   

Discussion?  Which is the greater problem, man’s ignorance, or his arrogance? 

 

A Tale of Two Kingdoms    Prior to the sending of 

Christ, the world lay in hopeless darkness (see Ephesians 2:12).   

John once wrote, “… the whole world lies in the power of the evil one” 

(1 John 5:19).  Paul lamented, saying,  “As it is written: "______ 

is ___________, no, not one;  no one ____________; no one _______ 

for God.  All have _________  ________; together they have become 

___________; no one does good, not even one."   "Their throat is an 

open grave; they use their tongues to deceive." "The venom of asps is 

under their lips."   "Their mouth is ______ of curses and bitterness."  

"Their feet are swift to shed blood;  in their paths are ruin and misery,  

and the way of peace they have not known."  "There is ___  _____  ___  

_____ before their eyes" (Romans 3:10-18).   Can you believe it, that is the world for which Christ offered 

his body as a sacrifice!  He did it “that _________  _______ he might _________ the one who has the 

_________ of death, that is, the devil” (Hebrews 2:14).  The resurrection delivered the death blow to Satan’s 

power, and proved Christ’s sacrifice was fully accepted (see Romans 1:4). After being triumphant over 

Satan and death, Christ ascended to God’s right hand where he now reigns as “King of Kings, and Lord of 

Lords” (Revelation 19:16).  Into his kingdom, the church, flow all who are being saved by the gospel.  

Paul says, “He has delivered us ______ the domain of ________ and transferred us ___ the kingdom of his beloved 

_____” (Colossians 1:13).       

Discussion?  What are some ways you could describe what Christ did in coming into the world? 

 

Good News of Great Joy!   The gospel message focuses on Christ; on who he is, what he did, and 

why it is such a blessing to confess Christ as Lord and become one with him in baptism.  When the angel 

announced the birth of Jesus to the shepherds, he said, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great 

joy that will be for all the people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord” (Luke 2:10-11).  Writing about the gospel to the Corinthian believers,  Paul drew attention to 

certain facts, emphasizing Christ’s death, burial, resurrection, as well as his post-resurrection appearances 

The people dwelling 
in darkness have seen 
a great light, and for 
those dwelling in the 
region and shadow of 
death, on them a light 

has dawned. 
Matthew 4:16 
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(see 1 Corinthians 15:1-8).  The gospel, however, is not simply a recitation of historical facts.  The good 

news is what the facts mean.  The good news is that Christ’s offering for every sin has been accepted.  The 

good news is that the law of sin and death is no longer in effect for those who have an obedient faith in 

Christ (see Romans 1:5; 16:26; 2 Thessalonians 1:8).  The good news is that the kingdom of God has 

come.  The good news is that not only do we have “… redemption through his blood, the _____________ of 

our trespasses, according to the ________ of his ________” (Ephesians 1:7), we are also blessed “with  

________ spiritual ___________ in the heavenly places“ (Ephesians 1:3).  These blessings include priceless 

gifts such as hope and joy and peace, and the opportunity to live life abundantly (see John 10:10).  Romans 

8:1 expresses the good news in these words,  “There is therefore now ___  ______________ for those who are 

____ Christ Jesus.”     

Discussion?  In your experience, what has been so good about the good news?   

 

The New Covenant     The night before his crucifixion, Christ celebrated the Passover feast with 

his disciples.  The bread they shared, he said, was his flesh. Luke records:  “And likewise the cup after they 

had eaten, saying, ‘This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood” (Luke 22:20).  Matthew 

says Jesus said, “…this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured 

out for many for the ____________ of ______” (Matthew 26:28).  

The new covenant established by the blood of Christ is 

mentioned also in Hebrews 8:8-12, where the writer reminded 

readers of God’s plans for a new covenant being prophesied 

hundreds of years earlier (Jeremiah 31:31-34).  On the basis of 

that new covenant, God said, “I will be their God and they shall be 

___  ________.”  He then goes on to say, “For I will be 

__________ toward their iniquities, and I will __________ their 

______ no more.”  The gospel is good news.  It is not anything 

but good news, and it is an honor and privilege given to every 

Christian to share it with everyone they can!     

Discussion?  Why is something that happened two thousand years ago called news?   

 

ne summer, a congregation of the Lord’s people planned for a special series of lessons.  Their  

theme was, Unashamed and Unafraid.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful if all Christian were that way—

unashamed and unafraid—when it comes to talking to people about the Lord?    Christians have 

a good news message to share.  It is a message filled with love and mercy and grace and goodness, and 

that is just the beginning!  God is not asking people to know everything.  He does not expect you to have 

all the answers.  He is not asking you to be anyone’s judge.  He simply wants Christians to give serious 

thought to everything the gospel means to them, and what it has done for them personally (see Mark 

5:19) and share that with everyone they can.     

 

 

 
 

O 

As it is written, “What 
no eye has seen, nor 
ear heard, nor the 

heart of man 
imagined, what God 

has prepared for 
those who love him.” 

--1 Corinthians 2:9 
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Lesson 2             God’s Incredible Love! 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Jesus Loves Me, This I know …  The apostle John once described himself as “the disciple whom 

Jesus loved” (John 21:7).  He did not say that because he was the only disciple Jesus loved.  He did not say 

that because he believed Jesus loved him more than anyone else.  John described himself that way because 

even though many years had passed, he was still filled with the incredible wonder of knowing that Jesus, 

the Son of God truly loved him; him, just an ordinary fisherman from Galilee whose father’s name was 

Zebedee!  That same John later wrote, “God is love” (1 John 4:8).  That means love is more than a feeling 

or an emotion; it is an essential part of God’s being, his divine, eternal nature.  And being made in the 

image of God, love is also a critical part of our being, our nature.   People have the innate ability—it is in 

their spiritual DNA--to know the love of God, as well as to love God in return.  More than that, we have 

the ability to love others as God loves us.  It is in that context 

that John writes:  “Beloved, if God ____ loved ____,  ____ also ought 

to love _____  ___________” (1 John 4:11).     

Discussion?  What are some ways you know that God loves you? 

 

He Loves Me, He Loves Me Not    Do you have a 

memory of children using flowers to determine if a certain person 

loved them?  Usually, it was a daisy and as a single petal was 

removed the child would say, “He (or she) loves me;” another petal, “He (or she) loves me not,” and so on.  

The presumption was that whatever was said as the last petal was removed was true.   Thankfully, we do 

not have to guess at, or play games when it comes to knowing God’s love.   Paul wrote, “But God shows 

his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).  It is easy to see why John 

3:16 is a favorite for many:  “For God ___ loved the world, that he ________ his _______ Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not ________ but have eternal life.”  In John 15:13, Jesus said, “Greater _________ has 

no one than this, that someone _____  ________ his life for his friends.”   Think about the people you know 

and love.  How do they know you love them?  Hallmark Cards use to have an advertising slogan, “When 

you care enough to send the very best!”  That is what God did.  He proved his love by sending his very 

best, his only Son to take your place in death.  Let that thought rest on your heart for a little while.  God 

loves (fill in your name) _____________________________.  The One who made the heavens and earth, 

whose wisdom and power has sustained the entire universe up to this very moment loves you!   He loves 

you!   He loves you!  He loves you!   

Discussion?  Knowing that God loves you, what does that do for you? 

Jeremiah 20:9 says, “If I say, ‘I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name,’ there is in my heart as 

it were a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot.”  The motivation 

for sharing the gospel must come from within.  It will be like a burning fire and when Christians “feel 

the burn,” knowing how much God loves them, how far he went to prove that love, they will want to 

tell everyone they can about him.   Imagine Christ on the cross, arms extended wide, held in place by 

rough iron nails, his eyes fixed on yours, saying with his dying breath, “This is how much I love you!”   

Premise:  Sharing the gospel with others out of a deeply grateful heart begins with the amazing 
awareness that the Creator of the universe loves you deeply. 

 

Because your 
steadfast love is 

better than life, my 
lips will praise you. 

--Psalm 63:3 
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God’s Everlasting Love   The Lord’s love for you is not like some people’s love; fervent one 

minute and altogether absent the next.  Through one of the prophets, God says, “I have loved you with an 

everlasting love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you” (Jeremiah 31:3).   The word everlasting tells 

us that God’s love is conditioned by his own nature, his eternal being, rather than by the day-by-day state 

of our faith and faithfulness.  As seen in a reference above (see Romans 5:8), “God ______ his ______ for 

us in that _______ we were still __________, Christ died for us.”   In the Greek, the verb “shows” is a present 

active tense which has the effect of saying Christ’s death began and continues to show God’s love even up 

to this very moment!    God used the cross to show the world his love never ceases.  If God loved the 

world knowing it would reject his Son and subject him to suffering an excruciating death on the cross, we 

can be sure his love for us is every bit as strong now!  Consider Paul’s words about God’s everlasting love:  

“If God is _____ us, who can be against us?  He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how 

will he not also with him, graciously give us ____  _______?  Who will bring any ________ against God’s elect? 

It is God who __________. Who is to condemn?  Christ Jesus is the one who died--more than that, who was 

raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed interceding for us” (Romans 8:31-34).   

Discussion?  What adjectives would you use to describe the love of God? 

 

Loving the Unlovable    It is important to keep in mind 

the reasons for Christ’s coming.  He came not because people 

are so lovable and good.  He came not because there are some 

worthy of being saved.  Christ came because God has an 

everlasting love for those made in his image.  He loves his 

people, but sin creates a separation from them (see Isaiah 59:1-

2).   As John said (see 1 John 5:19), “the whole world lies in the 

power of the evil one” and is therefore subject to “the wrath of God” 

(Romans 1:18; John 3:36).  Therefore, God sent his Son, as 

the angel explained to Joseph, “to _____  his people from their 

_____” (Matthew 1:21).    Think about what Jesus saw when 

he came.  According to Matthew 9:36, when Jesus saw the 

crowds who were following him, “he had _____________ for 

them because they were __________ and ___________ like ________ without a ___________.”  That 

describes all men just as clearly as Romans 3:23.  The Scriptures say, “_____ we like sheep have gone astray; 

___ have ________--every one--to his own way . . .” (Isaiah 53:6).  Christ came to save people from 

themselves; to offer them a way of escape from the eternal destruction to which sin is taking them.       

Discussion?  Do most people have any idea they are lost like sheep without a shepherd? 

 
He Keeps Cleansing Me Over and Over   Amazing, is it not?  Of all people, God bestows his 

gifts of grace and mercy on sinners!  As one who has heard, believed and obeyed the gospel, you get it; 

you understand you have done nothing to merit God’s love or his gifts such as grace and mercy.  You 

know enough to be humbly thankful that it was lost sheep the Shepherd came seeking (see Luke 19:10).  

You know enough to appreciate the fact that the Great Physician is still seeing people who are sick and 

dying because of sin (see Matthew 9:12-13).  You understand that Christ’s blood washed away your sins 

when you were baptized (see Revelation 1:5 and Acts 22:16), and you also understand that his blood 

continues cleansing you of all sin.   John writes, “This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to 

But God, being rich in 
mercy, because of the 
great love with which 

he loved us, even 
when we were dead in 
our trespasses, made 
us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you 

have been saved.                 
  --Ephesians 2:4-5 
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you, that God is light, and in him is ____  ___________ at all.  If we say we have fellowship with him while we 

______ in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.  But if we walk in the ________, as he is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one another, and the ________ of Jesus his Son _________ us from _____ sin” (1 John 

1:5-7).  The verbal tense in the phrase, “cleanses us from all sin” teaches that the sins of Christians continue 

being washed away by Christ’s blood as long as one’s aim and practice is to walk in the light of God.  This 

too is due to God’s incredible love!   

Discussion?  Does 1 John 1:7 teach “once saved, always saved?   

 

A New Creation     Those who hear, believe and obey the gospel become what Scriptures call “a new 

creation” (see 2 Corinthians 5:17).  Such people wear Christ’s name (see 1 Peter 4:16), and because God 

dwells in them (see Ephesians 2:22), others soon begin to see 

unmistakable signs of the Spirit of God as they manifest such 

things as his love and joy and peace (see Galatians 5:22-23).    

The apostle Peter describes such people in lofty terms, saying,  

“But you are a chosen race, a _______  ____________, a holy nation, 

a people for his own possession, that you may _________ the 

___________ of him who you out of darkness into his marvelous light” 

(1 Peter 2:9).  Paul writes, “All this is from God, who through Christ 

reconciled us to himself and gave us the __________ of 

_____________.”  Paul continues, “Therefore, we are ______________ for Christ, God making his appeal 

through us” (2 Corinthians 5:18-20).  The calling and mission of Christians, like that of Christ, is to show 

the world what their loving, heavenly Father is really like (see John 14:9).  Perhaps that is why Paul said, 

“Let _____ that you do be done in _______” (1 Corinthians 16:14), which includes “speaking the _________ 

in _______” (Ephesians 4:15).  

Discussion?  What is the “ministry of reconciliation” and how do Christians become a part of that ministry? 

 

 

here is a gospel song called Written in Red.  The red, of course refers to the blood of Christ. The 

first verse of that song shares the following thought: “In letters of crimson, God wrote His love on 

the hillside so long, long ago; for you and for me Jesus died, and love’s greatest story was told.”  It is from 

that story that people begin to understand the God of love.  The more they learn of the gospel, the more 

they understand how passionate he is about saving and blessing them abundantly.  His love awakens a 

similar strain in our beings, arousing a desire to become more and more like him, to please and honor him 

in every way possible!  Because of his love Christians are motivated to proclaim his excellencies to 

everyone who will listen!  The God who created the heavens and earth fills our hearts with a joy and hope 

so wonderful that we cannot hide it.  Why would we want to? 

 

 
 
 
 

T 

See what kind of love 
the Father has given 
to us, that we should 
be called children of 

God.  
--1 John 3:1 
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Lesson 3         God’s Undeserved Mercy! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

It’s Been Mercy All the Way!  When Adam and Eve yielded 

to the temptation involving the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good 

and evil (Genesis 3), what did they expect to happen?  Why did they 

run and hide and why did they begin to make excuses?  God had told 

them that the ______ they ate the fruit of that tree, they would ______ 

(Genesis 2:17).  Obviously, what they were not expecting was God’s 

mercy.  Instead of dying that day, Eve learned that she would give 

birth to a child (Genesis 3:16).  Similarly, for Adam, instead of dying 

immediately, he was told the ground would be cursed and “By the sweat 

of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground” (Genesis 

3:19).  That was his first experience with the mercy of God.                    

Discussion?  Can you name some examples of God’s mercy shown to you? 
 

Paul, the Chief of Sinners:  In 1 Timothy 1:12-16, the apostle Paul wrote about receiving 

_________ even though formerly he had been “a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent” of Christ.  He 

spoke of how the “________ of our Lord overflowed” for him, who as a sinner considered himself “the 

___________.”  Notice Paul uses the present tense (“I am”) in speaking about himself as the foremost of 

sinners.  He was not being a boastful hypocrite, saying he was committing more sins than anyone else.  

Rather, Paul saw himself as the best example of a sinner being saved by the “grace, faith and love” (verses 

13 & 14) that are “in Christ Jesus.”   Through Paul (verse 16), Jesus Christ displayed his perfect 

____________ (longsuffering) so that Paul might be “an ____________ to those who were to believe in him 

for eternal life.”  Paul never forgot that God’s mercies had been and were continually being shown to him.  

You can be sure he died still passionate that others might also come to know God’s mercy.   

Discussion?  If Paul, the foremost of sinners, could be forgiven, who else might God forgive? 

 

Remember Me… Luke’s account of Jesus’ crucifixion is described in chapter 23. In verses 39-43 

is found the passage concerning the two thieves who were put to death along with Jesus.  Luke says one 

of the thieves “railed” at Jesus, demanding that he use his powers to save the three of them.  The other 

man rebuked the one who spoke, saying “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 

condemnation?”   He then said to Christ, “Jesus, ____________ me when you come into your kingdom.”  Even 

The Psalmist writes: “The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.   He 

will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever.  He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay 

us according to our iniquities” (103:8-10).  It is said that grace is getting what you do not deserve; mercy 

is not getting what you do!  The gospel has a way of humbling people.  It leaves no doubt that one does 

not deserve to be forgiven; no doubt that every day, every blessing received is from God’s merciful heart.  

When one dwells on the blessing of God’s undeserved mercies, how can they keep from telling others?        

 

Premise:  Every sinner, including me, is deserving of just one thing—immediate and eternal death 
in the torments of a place called hell.  The gospel shows us God’s unexpected mercy. 

 

The steadfast love 
of the Lord never 

ceases; his 
mercies never 

come to an end; 
they are new 

every morning! 
--Lamentations 3:22-23 
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at that moment with all three men dying on the cross, that  thief had reason to believe that Jesus was the 

Messiah, the Lord Christ who had come to begin the kingdom of God.    Jesus told him, “Truly I say to you, 

today you ______  ____ with me in paradise.”  Some people appeal to this instance as proof for deathbed 

repentance.  Some say it shows that baptism is not necessary for salvation.  Luke was not expressing 

either idea.  Luke used it as an example of God’s mercy being displayed to someone truly unworthy, which 

is true for all of us!  Like all condemned men, our only hope is in God’s gracious mercy!  Psalm 51:1 says, 

“Have _________ on me, O God, according to _______ steadfast love; according to _______ abundant mercy blot 

out ____ transgressions.”  Isaiah the prophet was led by the Holy Spirit to give us these words: “Therefore 

the Lord waits to be ___________ to you, and therefore he exalts himself to show mercy ____  ______.  For the 

Lord is a God of justice; __________ are all those who wait for him” (30:18).   

Discussion?  Describe what the blessing of mercy feels like. 

 

Be Merciful to Me, A Sinner   The fact that you are reading 

this is proof that God has been merciful to you.  Romans 6:23 teaches 

that “the __________ of sin is ___________.”  By the time every 

accountable person reaches maturity, their experience confirms the 

universal fact:  “For all have sinned and fall short  of the glory of God” 

(Romans 6:23).  You have sinned, right?  And it is true that you 

continue falling short of God’s glory.  Jesus did not come because there 

were a few people worth saving.  Mark 2:17 says, “Those who are well 

have _____ need of a physician, but those who are ________.”  Jesus went 

on to say, “I came not to call the ___________, but ___________.”   

Ephesians 2:12 describes people “separated from Christ,” and as “having no ________ and without ________ 

in the world.”  Sinners have no hope, but “all things are possible with God” (Mark 10:27). Through the 

sacrifice of Christ, a way was made for every soul to find forgiveness and hope, (see Zechariah 13:1).  

Every Christian’s prayer, every day, ought to be:  “God, be merciful to ____, a __________!”     

Discussion?  Why does God want you to acknowledge and come to grips with your sinfulness? 
  

God’s Promise   Believers seeking to honor their Savior should strive to follow Paul’s admonition 

found in 2 Corinthians 7:1, “…let us cleanse ourselves from __________ defilement of body and spirit, bringing 

___________ to completion in the fear of God.”   They should altogether repent and cease any sinful practice, 

be it in thought, in word or in deed.  In 1 Thessalonians 5:22, Paul exhorts Christians, “_________ from 

_________ form of evil.”  Even so, as the saying goes, “Christians are not perfect, just forgiven.”   In many 

ways saints continue to sin and fall short of God’s glory.  They never outlive their need for God’s mercy.   

The Psalmist prayed (139:23-24), “Search me, O God, and know my _________!  Try me and know my 

__________!  And see if there be _____ grievous way in _____, and lead me in the ______ everlasting!”  When 

a person is baptized into Christ, they enter into a new covenant relationship with God.  That covenant 

contains an incredible promise (Hebrews 8:10), “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 

Israel after those days, declares the Lord:  I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I 

will be their God, and they shall be my people.”  God continues (verse 12), “For I will be ___________ toward 

their iniquities, and I will ____________ their sins _____ more."    

Discussion?  What should the Christian’s attitude be toward their own sin?  The sins of others? 

 

As far as the east 
is from the west, 

so far does he 
remove our 

transgressions 
from us.   

--Psalm 103:12 
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God Is Able To Keep You  The apostle John said he was writing to the Christians “…so that you 

may not sin” (1 John 2:1-2).   Of course, John knew people do not live sinlessly so he went on to say, “But 

if anyone does sin, we have an __________ with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”  In the previous lesson 

we learned from 1 John 1 how God’s mercy continues to be shown as Christ’s blood keeps on cleansing 

his disciples of their sins as they continue to walk in his light.  That is the way God has made it possible 

for his people to find full and lasting forgiveness.  What the gospel offers people, by way of initial and 

continuing forgiveness, prompted the New Testament writer Jude to say:  “Now to him who is able to keep 

you from stumbling and to present you ___________ before the presence of his glory _______ great ______, to the 

only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and 

now and forever.  Amen” (Jude 1:24-25). 

Discussion?  How would you explain how God keeps you from stumbling and becoming lost again? 
 

Our Great High Priest  Numerous times in the Old 

Testament the Lord is described as “merciful and gracious, slow to 

anger and abounding in steadfast love” (see Psalm 103:8; Exodus 

34:6-7).  Because that is true, the Psalmist (103:9-14) goes on 

to say about Him: “He will not always chide, nor will he keep his 

_________ forever.  He _______  ______ deal with us according to 

our sins, nor repay us ____________ to our iniquities.  For as high as the __________ are above the earth, so 

________ is his steadfast love toward those who _______ him; as far as the _______ is from the _______, so far 

does he remove our _____________ from us.”  The writer declares, “For he ________ our frame; he remembers 

that we are _______.”  As our Creator, God fully understands what it is to be human, nevertheless Christ 

came into the world and in the words of Paul, he took “…the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 

men” (Philippians 2:7).  Christ thus shared in the experience of humanity and the Hebrew writer says 

Christ did that “so that he might become a __________ and faithful high priest in the service of God” (2:14-18).   

The same writer also wanted Christians to understand this: “For we do not have a high priest who is unable 

to sympathize with _____ weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been _________ as we are, yet without sin.  

Let us then with ____________ draw near to the throne of _________, that ____ may receive ________ and 

find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:14-16).     

Discussion?  Why should God show you any more grace or mercy? 

  

Christian!  Do you realize that in Christ you have both mercy and grace?  If you have put your 

faith in Christ and have confessed Him as Lord, the Son of God, and if as a penitent sinner you 

have been baptized (immersed) into Christ’s death, your sins have been forgiven, removed from 

the record of your life (see Psalm 51:1-2).  When you stand before God to give an account for all that you 

have done, good or evil (see 2 Corinthians 5:10), what a blessing it will be that all the sin and evil for 

which you were guilty will have been removed by the blood of Christ!  You did not deserve it; you have 

not earned it. It is a free gift.  Free for you and free for every other sinner you know or will ever meet.  

Good news?  Absolutely!  And to think, God gives you the joy and privilege of sharing this with others!   

 
 

O 

For he knows our 
frame; he remembers 

that we are dust. 
--Psalm 103:14 
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Lesson 4                 God’s Delightful Joy! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Rejoice Always    Abraham Lincoln once said, “Most folks are about as happy as they want to be.”  

In light of that thought, it is interesting that so many have chosen to be unhappy.  Some say, “Christians 

ought to be the happiest people on earth.” Maybe that is true, but the Scriptures do not say that.  However, 

they do say something that comes close.  Paul exhorted believers in Philippians 4:4,  “Rejoice in the Lord 

always; again I will say, rejoice.”  When saints do not do that, when 

they lose sight of what they have in Christ and when they give in to 

the disappointments and challenges each day brings, they miss one 

of the best opportunities to show the world just how good the good 

news really is.  It helps to keep in mind what Jesus said in John 

10:10,  “I came that they may have ________ and have it 

_____________.“   Remember, God does not want people simply to 

be happy, He wants them to have true joy; the joy of knowing their 

“_________ are written in heaven” (Luke 10:20).               

Discussion?  What has been your greatest delight as a Christian? 

 

Full of Joy  It may surprise some people to learn that God is full of joy, that he is not a God of gloom 

and doom who is always sullen and angry.  He is a God of joy and he invites all who will to “_______ into 

the joy of your master” (Matthew 25:21, 23).  Luke 15 contains three familiar and powerful parables:  1) 

the lost sheep, 2) the lost coin, and 3) the prodigal son.  Jesus told these stories so that people might have 

a better picture of God.  When the man found his sheep, and the woman found her coin, both said the 

same thing to their friends: “_________ with me.”  What did Jesus say would be the effect in heaven over 

even one sinner repenting?  He said, “I tell you, there will be more ______ in heaven over one sinner who repents 

than over ninety-nine persons who need no repentance” (verses 7 & 10).  Joy in heaven?  Who knew?   

Zephaniah 3:17 says, “The Lord ______ God is in your midst, a mighty one who will _______; he will 

________ over you with ___________; he will quiet you by his _______; he will ________ over you with ______ 

singing.”  In John 15:11, Jesus told his disciples, “These things I have spoken to you, that ____ joy may be in 

you, and that ______ joy may be ______.”   It is not surprising then that Paul said: “For the kingdom of God 

is not a matter of eating and drinking but of _____________ and _______ and ______ in the Holy Spirit” 

(Romans 14:17).   

Discussion?  What do you think “the joy of your master” means? 

 

The angel who announced the birth of Christ to the frightened shepherds said, “Fear not, for behold I 

bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people” (Luke 2:10).  It is so important for God’s 

people to understand God wants people to find great joy in being his sons and daughters. For some 

reason that is not the experience for many Christians.   Instead, Christianity is thought of as a dreary, 

rigid way of life, devoid of almost any pleasure or satisfaction.  On the contrary, the gospel offers people 

what the Bible calls “the joy of salvation.”  It is a joy to experience, and a joy to share! 

 

Premise:  The desire and courage to talk to others about the gospel is nourished by the humbling, 
yet joyful confidence that our sins really are forgiven, that we are truly saved. 

 

Be glad in the Lord, 
and rejoice, O 
righteous, and 

shout for joy, all 
you upright in 

heart!                            
--Psalm 32:11 
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What Forgiveness Feels Like    In Psalm 32, the writer speaks about forgiveness.  Paul appeals 

to this passage in the things he wrote in Romans 4.   The Psalmist said, “Blessed is the one whose transgression 

is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit 

there is no deceit” (Psalm 32:1-2).  Another word for “blessed” might be “happy” but it is not the laugh-

out-loud kind of happiness.  It is the deep, enduring kind of joy.  Notice how the Psalmist expresses how 

he felt when his sins were unconfessed and unforgiven: “For when I kept silent, my ________ wasted away 

through my __________ all day long.  For day and night your hand was ________ upon me; my ___________ 

was dried up as by the heat of summer” (verses 3-4).  What must one be feeling if their bones are wasting 

away?  What emotion is being expressed as one speaks about groaning all day long?  How must they be 

feeling when they sense that God’s heavy hand is against them day and night?  The writer then spoke of 

God’s forgiveness: “I acknowledged my sin to ______, and I did not _________ my iniquity; I said, ‘I will confess 

my transgressions to the Lord,’ and you _________ the iniquity of my sin” (verse 5).   Notice verse 11:  “Be 

________ in the Lord, and __________, O righteous, and _________ for ______, all you upright in heart!”  

Discussion?  What does God’s forgiveness feel like, in your own words? 

  

An Everlasting Joy    Isaiah the prophet was given the task of 

proclaiming God’s warnings of disaster coming upon the Israelites in 

the waning days of the kingdom of Judah.  He also prophesied of 

Israel’s return from captivity.  In Isaiah 35:10, it is written,  “And the 

ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with ___________; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain ___________ and 

_____, and _________ and sighing shall flee away.”  In another text, 

Isaiah said, “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings _______  ______, who publishes 

peace, who brings good news of ___________, who publishes ___________, who says to Zion (i.e. God’s people) 

‘Your God reigns!’” (Isaiah 52:7, see also Romans 10:15).    In yet another place, Isaiah said:  “With ______ 

you will draw water from the _______ of ____________.  And you will say in that day: ‘Give thanks to the Lord, 

call upon his name, make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted.  Sing praises to the 

Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be made known in all the earth.  ________ and _______ for ______, O 

inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.’” (Isaiah 12:3-6).   Is it any wonder that 

the saints are encouraged (Philippians 4:4) to “Rejoice in the Lord always…!”   

Discussion?  Have there been times when you had doubts about your salvation? 

 

Smile!  God Loves You!      Following his baptism, it was said of the Ethiopian eunuch, “He 

….went on his way ____________” (Acts 8:38-39).  The joy Christians experience at their baptism should 

be a foretaste of what awaits them, a lifetime of delight.  Do you remember the feelings you had when you 

obeyed the gospel; the inner joy, the quiet thrill, the delightful peace that filled your heart?  That can be 

yours every day.  You can pillow your head in restful peace every night knowing that while you are not 

sinless, you are forgiven.  John expressed it well when he wrote, “So we have come to know and to believe the 

______ that God has ____  ___.  God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God ________ in 

him.  By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have _____________ for the day of judgment, because as he 

is so also are we in this  world.  There is no ________ in love, but perfect love casts out fear”(1 John 4:16-18a).  

Christians may not go around smiling all day, but they do get to “rejoice always!”       

Discussion?  What is it that robs Christians of their joy, the joy of their salvation? 

… do not be 
grieved, for the 

joy of the Lord is 
your strength.   

--Nehemiah 8:10 
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Rejoice, No Matter What Happens     The Holy Scriptures are meant to give instruction and 

help to those seeking to know and understand God, (see Romans 15:4).  The Psalmist described God’s 

word as “a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Psalm 119:105).   The Psalms served the Jews as a kind 

of hymnbook, and in those pages many find inspiration for their own life and faith.  One Psalm speaks to 

the joy that belongs to those God delivers from captivity:  “When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we 

were like those who _________.  Then our mouth was filled with 

____________, and our tongue with shouts of _____; then they said among 

the nations, ‘The Lord has done great things for them.’” (Psalm 126:1-2).  

God continues doing great things for us; whatever happens in our 

world, the saints still have a reason to “rejoice always.”  Consider the 

words of the prophet Habakkuk.  After questioning God as to why he 

seemed to be letting his people get away with so much sin, God 

assures Habakkuk that he will punish Israel, using a “dreaded and 

fearsome” people (Habakkuk 1:7), the Chaldeans.  That perplexed the 

prophet even more.  How could God use the Chaldeans (Babylonians) 

to punish the Jews when they were even more evil than Israel?  After 

explaining that Babylon will also be punished in time, Habakkuk 

decides it is best for him to stop questioning God and to simply start 

trusting him more, regardless of what happens.  He then writes, “Though the _____ tree should not blossom, 

nor ________ be on the vines, the ___________ of the olive fail and the _________ yield no _______, the 

_________ be cut off from the fold and there be no ________ in the stalls, yet I will __________ in the Lord; I 

will take ______ in the God of my ____________” (Habakkuk 3:17-18).   

Discussion?  What should Christians do when they find the joy of the Lord beginning to disappear?  

 

hen something good happens most people experience a sense of joy.  It is felt first in the 

heart but quickly spreads to the face, widening and brightening the eyes!  People usually do 

not find it hard to talk about things that give them so much joy.  In fact, they often cannot 

stop talking about their good news.  Life brings us joy in countless ways:  the birth of the latest grandchild, 

the kids coming home for Thanksgiving, the test results that show we are all clear!  Maybe it is making 

the final mortgage payment, receiving a promotion at work, reading a great story, whatever it is, sharing 

joyful experiences comes naturally.  And joy is contagious; it has a way of spreading, of arousing interest 

and curiosity.   This is how the gospel works; people experience God’s delightful joy and find that soon 

their joy is radiating to others.  Sharing the gospel is not about Christians getting out of their comfort 

zone; it is about Christians having a comfort zone that keeps getting bigger, richer, and more enjoyable!    

Like Habakkuk, Christians need to stop questioning their faith and begin enjoying it!  Simply stated, the 

gospel is this: “And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son” (1 John 5:11). 

 

  

 

 

 
 

W 

Restore to me the 
joy of your 

salvation…. Then I 
will teach 

transgressors 
your ways, and 

sinners will 
return to you.     

--Psalm 51:12-13 
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Lesson 5          God’s Surpassing Peace! 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Daily Bread    Christians must keep their faith strong 

and vibrant if they hope to be ready to share the gospel whenever 

the opportunity comes.  Because faith comes from the word of God 

(see Romans 10:17), believers must be diligent in the reading and 

study of Holy Scripture.  It is good to heed Paul’s exhortation to 

his young co-worker Timothy: “Do your ________ to present yourself 

to God as one approved, a __________ who has no need to be ashamed, 

rightly handling the ________ of _________” (2 Timothy 2:15).   

The Teacher said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by ________ 

word that comes from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4).  Paying attention to every word used by God leads 

to profound insights into the mind and ways of God.  Take note of such things as verb tense, subject 

words (nouns), number (singular or plural), and even adjectives and conjunctions.  A faith strong enough 

to take on every test and challenge in life is one that is nourished in the Word and exercised daily (see 

Philippians 4:19).   

Discussion?  What are some Bible study techniques or tools you have found helpful? 
 

The Peace of God:    The peace of God referred to in Philippians 4:6-7, is not the same thing as 

peace with God (see Romans 5:1).   Paul wrote: “do not be anxious about ___________, but in everything by 

__________ and supplication with _____________ let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace ____ 

God which surpasses all understanding, will ________ your hearts and your _________ in Christ Jesus.”  Peace 

with God became possible when Christ offered his blood on the cross.  It became a reality for us when in 

obedience to the gospel we surrendered to God’s will and keeping.  That peace (with God) then led to our 

being given the peace of God.  This is more than simply, peace of mind.  People even without faith in God 

can find ways to have peace of mind.  The peace Paul writes about is the serenity that God has always 

known.  Has God ever worried about anything?  Has he ever been afraid?  Is there anything that keeps 

God up at night?  It is obvious that the One who is omnipotent (see Luke 1:37) and omniscient (see 

Romans 11:33-34) is never troubled by anything.  Of God, Job said,  "I know that you can do all things, and 

that no purpose of yours can be thwarted” (Job 42:2).    God wants his sons and daughters to have what he 

has.  He wants them to go through life with his peace.  Unfortunately, many Christians do not enjoy this 

blessing, but it is not because God’s words are untrue.  Too often, his words remain unbelieved!     

Discussion?  Explain how the peace of God differs from peace with God? 

In John 16:33, Jesus said, “…in me you may have peace.  In the world you will have tribulation.  But take 

heart; I have overcome the world.”  What the gospel brings to the lives of Christians is a motivation for 

them to share it with others.  As if God’s love and mercy and his joy were not enough, God gives his 

people the priceless gift of his peace; “the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding” (Philippians 

4:7). Christ’s promise, “…in me you may have peace” is yours to claim, yours to experience and even 

share.   Think of the many people all around you who long for what the gospel offers freely!         

 
 

 

Premise:  If you are “in Christ” you enjoy another marvelous blessing, the right to go through life 
free from worry and fear.  Another reason why sharing the gospel is such a pleasure! 

 

When a man’s ways 
please the Lord, he 

makes even his 
enemies to be at 
peace with him. 

--Proverbs 16:7 
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Christ’s Peace:  In the context of his returning to the Father, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let _____ 

your _________ be troubled.  Believe in God; believe also in me” (John 14:1).  He also assured them (verse 

18) he would not leave them “as orphans.”  He said: “I will come to you.” That promise was fulfilled when 

the Father sent the Holy Spirit to the apostles in Christ’s name (verse 26).  Jesus said the Spirit would 

teach the apostles “…all things and bring to your remembrance all that ___ 

have said to ______.”   In verse 27, Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; 

____ peace I ______ to you.”  Not as the ________ gives do I give to you.”   

Because Jesus’ words could be trusted, Jesus went on to say to his 

disciples, “Let not your ________ be ___________, neither let them be 

________.”  As much as possible the goal of Christian discipleship 

should be that of forming within a person the likeness of Christ (see 

Galatians 4:19).  This should include learning to know the kind of 

peace Jesus knew.  Just as he experienced all kinds of temptations while 

in this world, so too Christ suffered all kinds of trials and problems (see 

Hebrews 4:15; Matthew 26:37; also see John 11:33; 12:27).  

Nevertheless, Jesus could say:  “…I am not ________, for the Father is with me.”  I have said these things to 

you, that ___ me you may have ________.  In the world you will have tribulation.  But take heart; I have 

___________ the world” (John 16:32-33).   Christians find great encouragement and comfort knowing 

that they too are not alone; that the one who overcame the world is with them.  As Paul expressed it so 

well, “No, in all these things ____ are _______ than ____________ through him who loved us” (Romans 8:37).    

Discussion?  How can Christians have Christ’s peace and still be anxious and worried? 
 

Do Not Be Anxious: In Matthew 6:25, Jesus told the multitude who had followed him to a 

mountainside, “Therefore I tell you, ___  ____ be __________ about your life?”  Why did Jesus say that?  Why 

did Paul say, “Do not be anxious about anything” (Philippians 4:6)?    Worry and anxiety seem to be 

emotional states automatically triggered by things which are troubling or frightening.  To be anxious or 

fearful, however, is to be adversely and persistently affected by some worry or fear.  Grammatically, the 

word Jesus used (anxious) was a Greek present tense implying a continuing state.  In other words, Jesus 

was teaching people not to let worry or fear take hold and control how they live.  Faith in Christ gives 

Christians a resource that can be accessed when fears and troubles arise.  In those times, they look to their 

God for protection, for help, and for understanding.  In the words of Psalm 23:4, “Even though I walk 

through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear ____ evil, for ______ are ________ me; your rod and your 

staff, they __________ me.”  Just as Christians do not have to grieve like those “who have no hope” (1 

Thessalonians 4:13), so too, Christians do not have to worry like those who have no faith.  The gospel 

offers people a peace that surpasses all understanding.  Using that faith, Christians are truly able to “not 

be anxious about anything!”   

Discussion?  How does the second part of Philippians 4:6 provide insight into the first part? 
 

Two Lists:  As noted earlier, Christians have not been promised a life free from trouble.  In this world 

problems have a way of showing up daily.  If the weather is not a problem today, it will be tomorrow!  

One might feel threatened by the economy or by cultural issues.  International tensions can leave people 

sick with worry.   Death, getting sick, and facing a life-threatening disease can easily plunge one into 

depression.  Aging brings people a whole new set of problems.  Marriages and families may be falling 

apart.  Many live with the fear of losing their job, their health, or even their memory.  People worry about 

You keep him in 
perfect peace 
whose mind is 
stayed on you, 

because he trusts 
in you. 

--Isaiah 26:3 
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having enough money, paying their bills, or running out of time.  The list of things people worry about 

is endless.   Consider again Paul’s excellent advice found in Philippians 4:6,  “…do not be anxious about 

anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”   

This  teaches believers what to do with their worries and fears; such things are to be moved from the list 

of things to worry about to the list of things to pray about.  Of course, this is not always easy to do.  Some 

people pray but continue to worry and brood.  They find it hard to leave their fears and worries with God 

which is essentially a faith problem.  If Christians want to “find grace to help in time of ________,” they 

must be faithful in drawing “…near to the throne of _________” (Hebrews 4:16).  As Jesus said to his 

disciples when caught in a violent storm crossing the Sea of Galilee (Matthew 14:31), “O you of ________ 

faith? Why did you doubt?”  Those who find it hard to trust God need to work on deepening and 

strengthening their faith.   They also need to learn how to “walk by the Spirit,” and to enjoy “the fruit of the 

Spirit” which includes peace (Galatians 5:16, 22-23).   

Discussion?  Can you identify with the father who cried out in Mark 9:24? 
 

Blessed Are the Peacemakers:  Sons and daughters 

of God not only enjoy the blessing of his peace; they also enjoy 

the privilege of bringing it to the world around them.  In the 

Beatitudes, Jesus identified a number of characteristics of 

Christian discipleship (Matthew 5:3-12).  Verse 9 of that 

passages says, “Blessed are the ____________, for they shall be 

called  _____ of _______.”  The apostle Paul urges the saints in 

Rome, “So then let us ________ what makes for ________ and for 

mutual upbuilding” (Romans 14:19).  Unity in the body of 

Christ in Ephesus was encouraged with these words: “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in 

a manner __________ of the calling to which you have been called, with all __________ and ____________, 

with patience, bearing with one another in love, ________ to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

_______” (Ephesians 4:1-3).  As salt and light (see Matthew 5:13-16) disciples are to bring peace and 

wisdom to every situation.  James says: “And a harvest of ______________ is sown in _______ by those who 

_______ peace” (James 3:18).  Also consider these words: “Finally, all of you, have ________ of mind, 

sympathy, brotherly love, a _________ heart, and a _________ mind.  Do ______ repay evil for evil or reviling 

for reviling, but on the contrary, _______, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing.  For ‘Whoever 

desires to love ______ and ____ good days, let him keep his tongue from ______ and his lips from speaking deceit; 

let him turn away from evil and do good; let him _______ peace and __________it’” (1 Peter 3:8-11).  

Discussion?  In what sense is sharing the gospel being a peacemaker? 

 

hristians, do you realize what you have “in Christ?” If you are a baptized believer and trying to be 

faithful in your service to him, understand that wherever you go, whatever you do, you can know 

the peace of God.  If you suffer from worry and anxiety, you do so needlessly.  You are not alone 

anymore.  You can face any problem, any challenge, and any crisis with the calm confidence of the Lord.  

He who loves you has his angels camp around you (see Psalm 34:4-7, also Hebrews 1:14).  One of the 

great reminders of Scripture is Romans 8:31, “If God is for us, who can be against us?”  To sow the gospel 

of Christ is to sow, and reap, the peace of God.  What an honor!         

 

C 

For to set the mind on 
the flesh is death, but 
to set the mind on the 

Spirit is life and 
peace. 

--Romans 8:6 
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Lesson 6                     God’s Gift of Hope! 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

What is Hope?    A simple definition of hope might be that it is a desired outcome yet to be realized.  

For some, hope is little more than wishful thinking.  For example a person might say, “I don’t know if I 

will get the job or not, but I’m hoping,” or “We haven’t received the test results yet, but we are hopeful.”  

Biblical hope is more than that.  Actually, it is an expression 

of faith, and as such it takes on a sense of conviction, of 

expectation.  Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is the 

____________ of things ________ for, the ____________ of 

things not seen.”   The stronger ones’ faith becomes, the 

stronger their hope.  As one’s hope grows, the confidence 

with which they speak may sound like boasting to some.  This 

is alluded to in Hebrews 3:6, “But Christ is faithful over God’s 

________ as a son.  And we are his house, if indeed we hold fast 

our ___________ and our boasting in our ______.”   This also 

explains why Peter urged the believers, “…but in your hearts 

________ Christ the Lord as holy, always _________  

___________ to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 

________ for the _______ that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 

and respect” (1 Peter 3:15).   

Discussion?  How would others know about “the hope that is in you?”  

 

Biblical Hope:  As already indicated, hope is connected to faith and faith is connected to God’s word.  

Paul wrote: “So ________ comes from hearing, and hearing through the _______ of Christ” (Romans 10:17).  

In another place (2 Timothy 3:15), Paul wrote that the Scriptures “are able to make you wise for __________ 

through faith in Christ Jesus.”  He went on to say (verses 16-17), “All scripture is breathed out by God and 

profitable for _________, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 

complete, __________ for every good work.”  One purpose of Scripture, according to Romans 15:4, is to give 

us hope.  Paul said: “For whatever was written in former days was ________ for our ____________, that 

through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have _______.”   As one reads and 

considers the inspired record, they see that God has been faithful in keeping his every promise.  His 

faithfulness is commended by Joshua in Joshua 21:45, “Not ____ word of all the good _________ that the 

LORD had made to the house of Israel had _________; _____ came to pass.”  The scriptures draw a connection 

between hope and God’s faithfulness.  Hebrews 10:21-23 identifies Christ as “a great priest over the house 

Speaking of God, the apostle Peter reminded Christians, “According to his great mercy, he has caused us 

to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead…” (1 Peter 1:3).  As 

discussed in the previous lesson, no life is free from trials.  Life itself presents the element of risk, 

perhaps of failure or death.  What a blessing it is to have the confidence that whatever happens when 

trials come, God has our backs.  His purpose and plans for us exceed anything we could ever dream.  

We live with “the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:7).  The hope of the gospel is real, and it is certain.  
 

 

Premise:  The hope offered by the gospel is so great and certain that it fills the hearts of Christians 
and overflows naturally from their lips in a way that others are drawn to Christ. 

 

For whatever was 
written in former days 

was written for our 
instruction, that 

through endurance 
and through the 

encouragement of the 
Scripture we might 

have hope. 
--Romans 15:4 
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of God” and goes on to say: “…let us draw near with a true heart in _______ assurance of _________, with our 

hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies __________ with pure water.  Let us _______  

_______ the confession of our _______ without wavering, for ____ who promised is __________.”     

Discussion?  How would you describe what Biblical hope is? 

 
One Hope  Ephesians 4:4 reminds Christians that “There is one body 

and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope  that belongs to your 

call.”   Just as all Christians share in one faith, they also share in one 

hope, which is a hope in God (see Psalm 39:7).  According to Hebrews 

11:6, our hope is based on the conviction “that he ________ and that he 

__________ those who _______ him.”  There is one hope but God in his 

word has expressed that hope in several ways.  God says to his people: 

“For I know the _______ I have for you…plans for welfare and _____ for 

evil, to ______ you a future and a _______” (Jeremiah 29:11).    Use the 

references below to identify some of the ways the Christian’s hope is expressed.  

    

• Romans 8:28, Promise/Hope:  ____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

• Lamentations 3:21-23, Promise/Hope:  ____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

• 1 Corinthians 10:13, Promise/Hope:  ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________   

• Romans 8:1, Promise/Hope:  _____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

• 1 John 1:5-7, Promise/Hope:  _____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________   

• John 14:1-3, Promise/Hope:_______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________       

• Romans 8:23; (see also Acts 24:15), Promise/Hope: ____________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

• 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17, Promise/Hope:  __________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

• Hebrews 4:9-10, Promise/Hope:  _________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

• 1 Peter 1:13,   Promise/Hope:  ____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

• Revelation 2:17, Promise/Hope: __________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

• Revelation 21:3-4, Promise/Hope:  ________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

• 1 Corinthians 2:9, Promise/Hope:  ________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
Discussion?  How important is hope to life? 

Rejoice in hope, 
be patient in 

tribulation, be 
constant in 

prayer. 
--Romans 12:12 
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My Hope Is Built on …  The hope expressed in the scriptures above are a reminder of Peter’s 

words in 2 Peter 1:4.  Speaking of God, he wrote,  “…he has granted to us his ___________ and very great 

___________, so that through them you may become partakers of the ________  _________, having escaped from 

the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.”   Christians have a confident expectation of these 

things because they are “in Christ” (see 2 Corinthians 5:17).   Their 

hope is not based on their own worthiness and goodness.  Their hope 

is not anchored by their own faithfulness but by the faithfulness of God 

and their faith in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God (John 20:30-31).  

That faith was demonstrated in their obedience to the gospel as they 

were baptized into Christ.  As Paul expressed it, “For if we have been 

_______ with ______in a death like his, we shall ___________ be united 

with him in a _____________ like his” (Romans 6:5). The apostle John 

writes about the confidence and certainty Christians can have in their 

hope:  “And this is the testimony, that God ______  ____ eternal life, and this life is ___ his Son.  Whoever has the 

Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.  I write these things to you who _________ 

in the name of the Son of God, that you may _______ that you have eternal life” (1 John 5:11-13).  As a familiar 

hymn puts it, the Christian’s “hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.”   

Discussion?  How confident are you of hearing God say one day to you, “Well done, good and faithful servant?” 

 

hen Peter urged Christians (1 Peter 3:15) to be prepared “…to make a defense to anyone who 

asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you, …” he implied that it might be a frequent or 

normal experience.  However, how would anyone know about another person’s hope unless 

that it was made known in some way?  For people to ask about one’s faith or hope, obviously, they must 

observe and hear a Christian talking about it.  We talk about things that excite us; that we are interested 

in, that we believe.  When we speak about these things, we do not do so because we feel obligated, but 

because we have that desire.  The gospel plants the first seed of real hope in a person’s heart and it grows 

stronger as one’s faith receives nourishment and encouragement.  As their faith and hope grow stronger, 

it becomes easier, more natural to talk about it.  Then it becomes one’s passion!  Peter reminded Christians: 

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may 

proclaim the excellencies of him who call you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  Once you were not a 

people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy” (1 Peter 

2:9-10).   Have you bragged on God lately?  Take heart from Paul’s words in Romans 15:13, “May the 

God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may 

abound in hope.”      Amen!   

--//--//--//--//--//--//-- 
 
NOTE:  You have now completed Part 1 of this material, Teach Them To Teach.  You have been considering a number 
of things that are very motivating.  You have been reminded that The Gospel is Good News; it is the best news 
anyone could ever hear or share!  You have also looked at several special blessings offered freely to each faithful 
Christian.  These include:  God’s incredible Love; His Undeserved Mercy, His Delightful Joy, His Surpassing Peace, 
and His Gift of Hope.   Additional study and frequent review of these blessings will help maintain your enthusiasm 

for sharing the gospel.  In Part 2, attention is now turned to helping Christians understand how to translate their 

motivation and passion into action.       

W 

For through the 
Spirit, by faith, we 
ourselves eagerly 
wait for the hope 
of righteousness. 

--Galatians 5:5 



20 
 

 
PART 2 

 
Getting Equipped for Sharing the Gospel 

 
 

 
 
 

The goal of Teach Them to Teach is more than just 
getting Christians excited about sharing the gospel.  
Many Christians need help in getting equipped for this 
great work.  They may have the motivation but lack the 
understanding of how to turn that desire into action.    
There are four things essential to getting the ball rolling:  
1) having the courage to speak and act, 2) the 
understanding of where to find people with whom to 
share the gospel, 3) having a way to connect with people 
that works, and 4) knowing what to say when 
opportunities arise.  These important topics are covered 
in the next four lessons: 
 
 Lesson 7,  Finding the Courage 
 Lesson 8,  Finding the People 
 Lesson 9,  Finding the Opportunity 
 Lesson 10,  Finding the Words 
   
 
May God bless you in getting equipped for the greatest 
work in the world and may your devotion to that work 
and the joy that comes from it grow every day!      
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Lesson 7                  Finding the Courage 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
What Is Fear?  Fear itself is one of several emotional states spontaneously experienced by people in 

response to varying circumstances in life.  Emotions are somewhat difficult to define or describe but they 

seem to serve a purpose designed by God.  Even so the emotions themselves are not moral choices and 

consequently are not something for which one is accountable.  

This can be seen in James 1:12-15 which speaks about the true 

source of temptation. After stating that God does not tempt 

anyone to do evil, verse 14 says: “But each person is tempted when 

he is lured and enticed by his own _________.  Then desire when it 

has conceived gives birth to ______, and sin when it is fully grown 

brings forth ________.”  Notice, a feeling or desire can lead to 

sin but the feeling itself is not a sin.  Similarly, the feeling of 

fear is not a sin.  All people experience fear, even faithful 

Christians.  The apostle Paul admitted to times when he was afraid.  Telling about when he first went to 

Corinth, Paul wrote, “And I was with you in _________ and in _______ and _________ trembling” (1 

Corinthians 2:3).  With possible reference to that same time, he later explained: “For even when we came 

into Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we were afflicted at every turn--_________ without and _______ 

within” (2 Corinthians 7:5).   

Discussion?  What is so fearful about attempting to share the gospel? 

 

God’s Desire:  1 Timothy 2:4 reminds us that it is God’s desire for “… all people to be saved and to 

come to the knowledge of the truth.”  That desire caused God to put his eternal plan into motion; a plan which 

led Christ to Calvary.  To be redeemed by the blood of Christ is to become a part of that eternal plan, not 

just as a recipient of God’s grace, but also as a means by which others may receive it as well.  If Paul 

experienced fear in trying to proclaim the gospel, it is not surprising that many Christians today are 

opting for less stressful ways of serving the Lord.   This has resulted in a critical shortage of people 

teaching the gospel and an even more critical shortage of people being taught the gospel.  It is a failure 

to honor God’s desire.  Thus, it is urgent for Christians to find a way to overcome their fear and find the 

courage to share the gospel with everyone possible!  The place to begin is with God’s own encouraging 

words.  In 2 Timothy 1:6-9a, Paul wrote to encourage his young co-worker: “For this reason I remind you 

to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, for God gave us a spirit _____ 

Premise:  Fear can keep Christians from seizing the moment when opportunities arise.   
Courage to overcome our fear is yet another blessing God gives!    

 
Aside from a few thrill-seekers, most people do not enjoy fear.  Most try to avoid fearful situations.  

Many Christians confess that fear is one of the main reasons why they are not more active in 

sharing the gospel.  The fear itself may not be well understood but often it is strong enough to 

inhibit disciples from saying anything or taking any action.  They may be afraid of what people 

might say or think about them.  It might be a fear of failure or rejection, or a fear of teaching 

something wrong.  The purpose of this lesson is to make clear that fear is NOT a sin, but neither 

is it an excuse for not taking advantage of every opportunity to fulfill God’s great desire!  

 

 For I, the Lord your 
God, hold your right 

hand; it is I who say to 
you, “Fear not, I am the 

one who helps you.”   
--Isaiah 41:13 
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of fear but of power and love and ______-_________.  Therefore, do not be ____________ of the testimony about 

our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering _____ the __________ by the power of God, who saved us 

and called us to a holy calling….”   Fear is an emotion that comes naturally but Christians should not use 

fear as an excuse for holding back.  Instead, when you find yourself gripped by fear, make use of the power, 

love and self-control God gives to his children.  Isaiah says to those who are God’s people: “Listen to me, 

you who know ____________, the people in whose ________ is my law; fear not the __________ of man, nor be 

___________ at their revilings” (Isaiah 51:7).   The Psalmist reminds us, “In ______, whose word I praise, 

in the Lord, whose word I praise, in God I ________; I shall not be ________.  What can man do to me?” (Psalm 

56:10-11).  In the New Testament, after encouraging Christians to humble themselves under the mighty 

hand of God, Peter urges: “…casting _____ your anxieties on him, because he ________ for you” (1 Peter 5:7).   

Discussion?  Have you ever received strength and courage from God’s word?   

 

Ready, Set, Go!  A second thing that helps to overcome fear and find the courage to act is to be 

prepared.  Getting ready for a final exam, or a crucial interview can be very stressful, but one way to 

lessen that stress is to be thoroughly prepared.  Perhaps 

that is why Paul also urged Timothy, “Do _______ best to 

present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no 

need to be ___________, ___________ handling the word of 

truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).   Are you going to have 

opportunities to share the gospel?  For sure, and perhaps 

that is why Peter urged his readers, “always being prepared” 

(1 Peter 3:15).  Preparation is a lifetime work but there 

does come a time when, as the Scriptures say, “…you ought 

to be teachers” (Hebrews 5:11-14).  If you hope to be ready 

for that time, you must commit yourself to regular and serious study of the Scriptures, and specifically 

the essentials of the gospel.  Do not be overly anxious about being able to answer every question people 

raise.  It is perfectly fine to tell people, “That’s a good question, but I cannot give you a good explanation 

without some further study.”  Remember, even experienced soul-winners do not have all the answers.  

Discussion?  Would it help you prepare by teaching another Christian for practice? 

  

Action Cures Fear!   Do you remember learning to swim, or to dive off the high board?  Those 

were scary moments!  Do you remember what your parent or instructors told you?  They encouraged you 

to get in and get wet.   Some things are best learned by doing, and the more you do them, the more 

comfortable you become.   No one likes making mistakes or messing up, but the truth is, everyone does, 

and mistakes can teach some valuable lessons.  Jesus called twelve men to be his apostles and it was not 

long until he sent them out on a training mission (see Matthew 10:5-26).  Jesus explained (verse 16), 

“Behold I am sending you out as ________ in the midst of wolves, so be _______ as serpents and innocent as doves.”  

He went on to say (verse 19), “…do not be ___________ how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what 

you are to say will be given to you in that hour.”  Before dismissing them for their mission, he said (verse 26), 

“So have no _______ of them.”  There is an old saying worth remembering: “Action cures fear!”   So, if fear 

is holding you back, determine not to hesitate when another opportunity comes your way.  Pray about it, 

find the courage, and dive in!   

Discussion?  What are some other fears you have learned to overcome? 

As it is my eager 
expectation and hope that I 
will not be at all ashamed, 
but that with full courage 
now as always Christ will 

be honored in my body, 
whether by life or by death. 

--Philippians 1:20 
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Fear of Failure…Gone!  Another cure for fear is to remember that to do nothing is a sure way to 

fail.  Many Christians use the wrong way to measure success in sharing the gospel.  They believe they are 

successful only when they teach and baptize someone.  By that criteria, even Jesus was a failure!  While it 

is true that the great commission given by the Lord includes baptizing those who decide to become 

followers of Christ (see Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:47 and Acts 1:8), the emphasis is 

upon preaching and teaching, not in baptizing.  In 1 Corinthians 1:17, the apostle Paul explained his 

mission with these words: “For Christ did not send me to __________ but to __________ the __________, 

and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.” He went on to write, “And 

I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with ________  __________ 

or wisdom.  For I decided to know nothing among you _________ Jesus Christ and him ___________” (1 

Corinthians 2:1-2).   

Discussion?  What is God’s criteria for measuring success in sharing the gospel? 

 

Love Finds A Voice    Another way to overcome fear is to apply the words of 1 John 4:18, “There 

is no _______ in _______, but perfect love casts out fear.  For fear has to do 

with ____________, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love.”   John 

points believers to love as an antidote for the paralyzing effects of fear.  

Was John referring to God’s love for the believer, or was he talking 

about the believer’s love for God?  Either way, the ultimate Christian 

grace includes loving others  (see 1 Corinthians 13:13; Galatians 5:22-

23, and 2 Peter 1:4-7).  John says love defeats fear.  If one  allows fear 

to stop them from sharing the gospel it may be that they love 

themselves more than they love God?  Love helps Christians keep their 

focus on doing God’s will more than on themselves or their fears.    

Discussion?  Is it possible that it is a lack of love, not fear that keeps some from sharing the gospel? 

 

Pray!  Pray!  Pray!  Finally, Christians must remember to pray.   Pray without ceasing for courage 

and a bolder, more vibrant, attractive faith.  After reminding the saints in Ephesus to be “praying at all 

times in the Spirit,” Paul asked them to pray “…also for me that _______ may be given to me in opening my 

mouth _________ to proclaim the mystery of the _________, for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may 

declare it _________ as I ________ to speak” (Ephesians 6:18-20). Again, Paul’s words in Philippians 4:6-

7, are a good reminder: “___  _____ be anxious about __________, but in everything by ________ and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the _______ of God, which surpasses 

all understanding, will guard your ________ and your ________ in Christ Jesus.”  

Discussion?  Have you asked God for courage? 
 

hen a police officer runs towards a person firing a gun, or a fireman runs into a burning 

building, it is not because they are fearless or oblivious to the dangers they face.  It is they 

have chosen to act despite their fears.  Courageous Christians are those who choose to say 

or do something even though opportunities for sharing the gospel also arouses fears.  Nelson Mandela is 

credited with saying: “I learned that courage was not the absence of fear, but the triumph over it.  The 

brave man is not he who does not feel afraid, but he who conquers that fear.”   

W 

Be strong, and 
let your heart 

take courage, all 
you who wait for 

the Lord! 
--Psalm 31:24 
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Lesson 8                              Finding the People 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

All God’s Children:  The place to begin is by looking at every person, for all are children of God. 

In Psalm 8:4, the Psalmist asked, “What is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care 

for him?”   The answer to that question is that men are “fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:14).  

Mankind is unique in the whole creation—whether physical or spiritual—because they have been made 

in the image of God (see Genesis 1:26; 5:1).  Thus, the writer of 

Psalm 100:3 says, “Know that the Lord, he is God!  It is ____ who 

made ____, and we _____ his; we are his ________, and the sheep of 

his pasture.”  Speaking through Isaiah the prophet, God said: 

“_______ not, for __  ____ with you; I will bring your __________ 

from the ______, and from the ______ I will gather you.  I will say to 

the _______, Give up, and to the _______, Do not withhold; bring 

____ sons from afar and my daughters from the end of the earth, 

everyone who is called by my name, _______ I __________ for my 

glory, whom I formed and made" (Isaiah 43:5-7). The apostle Paul 

spoke of God’s special relationship with men: “And he made from one man every ________ of mankind to live 

on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, that they 

should ______ God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him.  Yet he is actually not far from ______  

______ of us, for ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we 

are indeed his _________’” (Acts 17:26-28).  God wants men everywhere to hear the gospel because they 

are his offspring, his children; his love for each one is as real as the love of any earthly parent.   

Discussion?  Is it hard to see people as God sees them, as God’s children? 

 

Sinners All:  In God’s holy eyes, everyone is to be given the opportunity to hear the good news 

because everyone is a sinner separated from him (see Isaiah 59:1-3).  They are his sheep, but each one has 

“gone astray” (see Isaiah 53:6).  What is perhaps the most familiar verse in the Bible--John 3:16--speaks 

powerfully of God’s love for all men, but it also speaks to man’s predicament because of sin:  “For God ___ 

loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that ___________ believes in him should not _________ but have 

eternal life.”  Notice, it speaks of Someone of incredible love--God.  However, it also tells of someone who 

is in trouble, serious trouble!  These are the very ones made in God’s image but who now are in danger of 

perishing.  Even more amazing is that this little verse speaks of Someone who is not okay with that.  

Through the prophet Ezekiel, we learn, “For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord God; 

Premise:  Every person you see today is a soul made in the image of God.  Christ died for them.  
The harvest truly is plentiful when we see souls through God’s eyes.  

In almost every discussion of sharing the gospel, the question for many is where to find people willing 

to let someone teach them.   For every person wanting to learn there are perhaps ten Christians ready 

to teach.  It does not seem, however, that there are many people waiting to be taught!  Often the only 

people we know who show much spiritual interest are already Christians, or at least are Christ-

believers of some persuasion.  Most people seem so caught up in the world they do not have time for 

God.  To find people with whom you can share the gospel, you have to know where to look.           

 

 

For though I am free 
from all, I have made 

myself a servant to 
all, that I might win 

more of them. 
--1 Corinthians 9:19 
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so turn, and live” (Ezekiel 18:32).  Rather than just letting his people die in their sins, God acted to rescue 

his people.  He lovingly offered his own Son to come to their rescue.  The rescue God offers requires 

putting a full, unquestioning, penitent faith in the one who came, Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  This faith 

is based on the evidence (see John 20:30-31) and demonstrated in obedience (see John 14:15).   

Discussion?  What does the word perish mean to you as it is used in John 3:16? 

 

The Gospel Is for All:   God wants his servants to understand—to really understand—The Gospel 

Is for All!  A hymn by that title, written by J.M. McCaleb reminds Christians:  “Where sin has gone must 

go his grace.”  Sadly, sin has gone everywhere people have gone.  Solomon sized up the situation well: 

“Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never sins” (Ecclesiastes 7:20).  Christ’s 

servants, carrying the gospel in their heart, understand that 

God’s fields are anywhere and everywhere.  The mission field is 

not only found in remote African villages, or in the overcrowded 

cities of Asia.  They are to be found next door, across the street, 

in workplaces, classrooms, and even prisons throughout the 

world.  1 John 5:19 says, “We know that we are from God, and the 

_________  __________ lies in the power of the evil one.”  Romans 

5:12 says: “…_____ came into the world through one man, and 

________ through sin, and so death spread to all men because ____ 

sinned.”  These verses are not saying that every person is evil.  

Some of the nicest people you will ever meet are people still in 

their sins.  Many are like Cornelius (see Acts 10:1-4); good people with some knowledge and faith but 

living unaware of what the gospel message is or how to be saved by it.  Wanting to share God’s forgiveness 

and hope is not judging people.  It is God’s love filling your heart so much that you passionately want 

others to find what you have found.   

Discussion?   How do you know if someone needs the gospel? 

 

Seeking the Lost:  It is true that Christ tasted death for everyone (see Hebrews 2:9), but the writer 

went on to describe the coming of Christ as help for “the offspring of ___________” (Hebrews 2:16).  

According to Romans 4:11, Abraham is “the father of all who believe,” showing that it is people of faith—

obedient faith—who will be saved by Christ (see Romans 16:25-26; also 6:17).   Sadly, the fact is, only a 

few will receive salvation.  Jesus made that clear in his “sermon on the mount.” He said, “Enter by the 

narrow gate.  For the gate is ______ and the way is ______ that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are 

_______.  For the gate is _________ and the way is _______ that leads to life, and those who find it are _____” 

(Matthew 7:13-14).   This explains why sharing the gospel is called “seeking the lost.”  Ezekiel prophesied 

of God’s plans: “I will ______ the ______, and I will bring back the ________, and I will bind up the 

_________, and I will strengthen the _______, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice” 

(Ezekiel 34:16).  In Luke 19:10, Jesus described his own mission: “For the Son of Man came to ______ and 

save the lost.”  Those who love the Lord will also have a love for the Lord’s work. They will be humbled 

but excited to help him save another soul by the gospel.  Paul said, “For I am not ____________ of the 

__________, for it is the power of God for ____________ to ____________ who believes, to the Jew first and 

also to the Greek” (Romans 1:16).  

Discussion?   What are some implications of the expression, “Seeking the lost?” 

They have all turned 
aside; together they 

have become 
corrupt; there is 

none who does good, 
not even one. 

--Psalm 14:3 
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God is Still Working:  Christians must remember that they are never alone as they seek for the 

lost.  It is easy to get discouraged even in doing good (see Galatians 6:9).  The prophet Elijah (see 1 

Kings 19) began to despair, thinking he was the only faithful prophet left in Israel.  God assured him 

there were thousands who had not bowed their knees to Baal or kissed the offensive idols.  Take courage 

knowing there are other Christians like you, trying their best to be faithful servants of Christ.  More 

importantly, keep in mind that God and Christ are still at work.  What Jesus said to the apostles (Matthew 

28:20b), was meant for all Christians: “…And behold, I am with you _________, to the end of the ______.”  In 

John 5:17, Jesus said: “My Father ___ working until now, and I ____ working.”   According to Paul, God is 

still at work.  He said, “For it is God who _______ in you, _______ to _______ and to _______ for his good 

pleasure” (Philippians 2:13).  Paul considered himself as one of “God’s _________  _________” (1 

Corinthians 3:9).  It is hard to imagine living a more God-honoring life than by serving as God’s fellow 

worker in seeking to save the lost!   

Discussion?  What might be some ways God is working to help you in sharing the gospel with others? 
 

Those Who Find It Are Few:  According to Luke 13:23, Christ was once asked, “Lord, will 

those who are saved be few?" Jesus did not hide the truth.  As noted above, Jesus taught, “…the way is hard 

that leads to life, and those who find it are few” (Matthew 7:14).  Christians must be prepared for the reality 

that most of the people with whom they attempt to share the gospel will not be receptive.  Some might 

even take offense and get angry. Most, however, will be kind in 

letting you know they are not interested.  Pray that you do not 

allow yourself to become so discouraged by people’s refusal and 

lack of interest that you quit trying.  You honor the Lord by 

your efforts, not by the results.  Paul found that many of the 

people he tried to reach were unresponsive.  He wrote, “And even 

if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are ____________.  In 

their case the god of this world has ___________ the ________ of 

the unbelievers, to keep them from _________ the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” 

(2 Corinthians 4:3-4).   Even so, if you do your part, God will do his.  He will connect you with some 

who will see, some who will hear, some who will understand, some who will believe and obey, and remain 

faithful to the end to enjoy God’s goodness forever.  Is it worth your effort if you try to reach a thousand 

people but only one is saved?  Absolutely it is worth it!  Just ask that one person!   

Discussion?  What are some ways to keep rejection from discouraging your efforts to share the gospel? 

 
eing God’s fellow worker can be more exciting than any James Bond assignment.  You know what 

God is asking you to do: to be the light of Christ and to share the good news.  What you do not 

know is just when or how opportunities will come to you to share your faith.  In all kinds of ways 

and places you connect with people almost daily.  Some you will know already, many you will not.  Do 

not waste your time trying to decide if they are good prospects or not.  Remember, what looks like 

happenstance may well be God’s providential timing.  Did Jesus know that day he would meet a woman 

at a well in Samaria (John 4)?  Did he have it worked out in his mind exactly what he was going to do 

and say?  Perhaps he did and perhaps not, but even so, when he left two days later, not just that woman, 

but almost all the people in that village had become believers!   Jesus wants his followers to sow the seed.  

The fruit will come “…some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty” (Matthew 13:8).   

B 

Look, I tell you, lift 
up your eyes, and see 

that the fields are 
white for harvest. 

--John 4:35 
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Lesson 9                   Finding the Opportunity 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Harvest is Bountiful   Early in his ministry, 

Jesus attracted large numbers of followers.  Matthew 9:35-

38 describes one such occasion: “When he saw the 

_________, he had _____________ for them, because they were 

__________ and __________, like sheep without a shepherd.” 

What Jesus saw were multitudes of people right where 

Satan wanted them.  Because of sin and ignorance, they 

were a mass of people living “lives of quiet desperation” 

(Thoreau).  Nothing in that picture has changed.  Possibly 

it has worsened.  And yet, in Matthew’s account, the next 

words of Jesus to his disciples were: “The harvest is 

____________, but the ___________ are few; therefore 

_______ earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 

into his harvest.”   It is important to understand that the 

harvest is bountiful, not because there are many just 

waiting for someone to come teach them the gospel, but because there are multitudes with desperate 

needs. It is those needs that help Christians connect with people for the sake of the gospel.   

Discussion?  Is the opportunity for sharing the gospel greater or less today than in the past? 

 

Created for Good Works:   Faithful Christians are thankful, not just for their own forgiveness 

and many blessings, but also for the opportunity to enter God’s holy service (see 1 Timothy 1:12).   In 

Titus 2:11-14, Paul wrote about this, saying:  “For the ________ of God has appeared, bringing 

____________ for all people, training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 

upright and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed _______, the appearing of the glory of our great 

God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to __________  us from all lawlessness and to purify for 

himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for ______  ________..”  In another place (1 Timothy 

3:15), Paul described “the church of the living God” as “the household of God.” Later he added: “Now in a great 

house there are not only vessels of ______ and _______ but also of ______ and ______, some for honorable use, 

some for dishonorable.  Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for 

____________ use, set apart as holy, ________ to the master of the house, _______ for every ______  ______” 

Premise:  Sharing the gospel is to partner with God by living one’s life after the example of 
Christ, going about doing good so that others can see and come to the light.  

God is at work in the lives of both saints and sinners.  In the case of the latter, he is working to 

awaken in them a God-awareness and a desire to seek him.  In the case of the former, God is at 

work preparing them through his grace to be the light in a world of darkness and proclaiming his 

excellencies in such a way that it leads others to be open to the gospel.  It is the way of Christ, 

emulating his example of going about doing good.  It is not surprising that God has planned to 

use those who have been called through his gospel to reach others.  It is through people like you 

that some will see the reality of God’s mercy and grace, and of a life that is truly abundant!   

The Spirit of the Lord God 
is upon me, because the 
Lord has anointed me to 
bring good news to the 
poor; he has sent me to 

bind up the 
brokenhearted, to 

proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and the opening 
of the prison to those who 

are bound. 
--Isaiah 61:1 
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(2 Timothy 2:20-21).  Do you see the emphasis upon “good works?” In Ephesians 2:8-10, Paul makes it 

clear that people are saved “by grace … through faith” and “not a result of works,” but he also adds, “For we 

are his workmanship, ___________ in Christ Jesus _____  _______  ________, which God prepared 

____________, that we should walk in them.”   Clearly, good works play a prominent role in the Christian’s 

life and it is good to think about the reason for that.  In Matthew 5:2-16, Jesus identified the essential 

character and qualities expected of those who desire to be his disciples. Such people are the ones God uses 

to make a difference, even at the risk of suffering hostility and persecution.  They are to be salt and light, 

and in verse 16, he says, “In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your _______  

________ and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”   Christians have been created (and recreated 

through Christ) for a divine purpose.  They are created for good works and these, in turn, multiply the 

opportunities for sharing the gospel.   

Discussion?  In Titus 2:14, it says God wanted a people who are “zealous for good works.”  Why? 

 

Imitators of Christ:  When Peter went to the home of 

Cornelius and proclaimed the gospel, he thought it worth 

mentioning that while on earth, Christ “…went about doing good” 

(Acts 10:38).  Jesus (God himself) chose to live his earthly life by 

serving others who were in need.  The passion of  every Christian 

should be to become more and more like their Savior.  By Jesus’ 

example, we learn that one of the best ways honor God is in a life 

of serving others.  The Christian understands that pleasing God should be the motivation for everything 

they do (see 2 Corinthians 5:9).  Paul reminds us, “You are not your own, for you were _________ with a  

________.  So glorify God in your body” (1 Corinthians 6:19,20; see also Romans 12:1-2).   Going about 

doing good begins by being good.  Make sure you adjust your attitudes and actions towards people.  

Decide to let the joy, peace and hope of the Lord shape the way you view yourself and others.  Be joyful, 

gracious, and servant minded.  Be the person you would like to have for a friend.  Believe Jesus when he 

says, “It is more __________ to ______ than to __________” (Acts 20:35).  Paul exhorted the saints in 

Philippi, saying, “Have this ________ among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who though he was in the 

form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but __________ himself, by taking the form of 

a __________, being born in the likeness of men.  And being found in human form, he ____________ himself by 

becoming obedient to the point of ________, even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:5-8).  If the old saying is 

true, “Decisions Determine Destiny,” what better decision could one make than to decide to live like Jesus?   

Discussion?  What did “going about doing good” have to do with Christ’s mission to seek and save the lost? 

 
As Unto Christ!   Many people have been impressed with the work of Mary Teresa Bojaxhiu, better 

known as Mother Teresa. Devoting much of her life to ministering to the poorest of the poor in Calcutta, 

India, this remarkable woman led an inspiring life!   While many have been impressed, some are baffled 

by her choice.  They are puzzled how she could work with such people every day.  Her explanation was 

that she thought of each person as if they were Christ himself.  Is that not how Christ taught people to 

look at the opportunities to serve others, as if it were Christ they were serving?   In the judgement scene 

pictured in Matthew 25:31-40, Christ sits as the judge.  He commends those on his right who will “inherit 

the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”  He explains: “For I was hungry and you ______ 

me food, I was thirsty and you ______ me drink, I was a stranger and you ___________ me, I was naked and you 

And let our people 
learn to devote 

themselves to good 
works… 

--Titus 3:14 
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__________ me, I was sick and you __________ me, I was in prison and you _______ to me.”   Without any 

recollection of doing any of those things to Christ, some will find his words confusing.  That is when the 

Lord will explain, “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, ____  ____  ___  ___  

___.”   When Christians look upon every opportunity to serve as if they were being given the privilege of 

serving Christ himself, they will soon begin to covet such moments, and thankful for each one!  As you 

serve others with patience and love and joy you can be sure that at the right time, some hearts will open 

to the gospel like flowers opening to the warm rays of the sun!   Be zealous, be ready, be devoted to good 

works and you will be amazed at the opportunities to share the gospel!    

Discussion? When Jesus spoke of some as “the least of these my brothers,” what did he mean? 
 

God Provides:  Although many Christians feel inadequate in attempting to share the gospel, it is 

important to understand that God not only prepares good works for them to do, but he also provides 

everything needed to accomplish the work.  Consider your gifts and talents.  What are the things you do 

well, that give you pleasure, that energize your spirit when you do them?  Have you ever wondered why 

you are like that?  It is your gift.  You are not who you are by coincidence or mere choice.  God has been 

working on you since before you were born.  In 1 Corinthians 4:7, 

the apostle Paul asks, “… What do you have that you did not 

_________?  If then you received it, why do you ________ as if you did 

not receive it?” In 1 Peter 4:10-11, after urging Christians to love 

one another earnestly and to be hospitable (“without grumbling”), 

Peter went on to say, “As each one has __________ a gift, use it to serve 

_____ __________, as good ___________ of  God’s varied grace:  

whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one 

who serves by the __________ that God __________—in order that in 

everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.”  Peter asserts 

that each one has received a gift (or gifts) from the Lord.  These are 

to be used in serving others, both in and out of the household of 

God (see Galatians 6:10).  God does not ask people to get out of 

their comfort zones.  He personally designed those zones for each person.  The Lord is simply asking 

Christians to use what he has given them so they can, in a very natural way, bless others.  And as you do, 

be sure God receives all the glory. Point every listening ear and every hurting heart towards him who 

loves them more than they love themselves.  When opportunities for sharing the gospel come naturally, 

they begin to come abundantly.   

Discussion?  What are some things you do well that give you a real sense of satisfaction? 
 
 
 

haring the gospel is not something you do as much as it is something you are.  It is not about 

talking someone into a Bible study.  It is about being the kind of person with whom others want 

to talk.  Sharing the good news is simply the result of letting the gospel change you so that you 

become good news and therein find a passion for honoring God and blessing other people.  When one 

devotes their life “to love and good works” (Hebrews 10:24), sharing the gospel will become a natural 

extension of who they are; a forgiven, humble, and thankful follower of the One who “went about doing 

good.”         

S 

And God is able to 
make all grace 

abound to you, so 
that having all 

sufficiency in all 
things at all times, 
you may abound in 

every good work. 
--2 Corinthians 9:8 
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Lesson 10                              Finding the Words 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Let Not Your Hearts Be Troubled:  Many Christians have lived years with a troubled heart.  

They sense an obligation to at least try to help others learn the truth, but they are not sure how to go 

about it.  More precisely, they do not know what to say or do when an opportunity presents itself.  Many, 

it seems, end up not saying or doing anything.  When that happens, the devil is the winner!  Admittedly, 

knowing what  to say or do at the right time is not easy but 

fortunately it is also not required.  When Paul urged the saints, 

“…do not be anxious about anything” (Philippians 4:6), surely that 

applied to their sharing their faith.  When Jesus sent the apostles 

to preach to the “lost sheep of the house of Israel,” he said to them, 

“do not be anxious ______ you are to speak or what you are to _____, 

for what you are to say ______  ___  ________ to you in that hour.  

For it is not _____ who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking 

___________ you” (Matthew 10:6, 19-20).  Of course, Christians 

today do not have the Holy Spirit working in them as he did with 

the first-century apostles.  However, the words given to the 

apostles are still available to Christians today and thus God’s 

Spirit still speaks.  The point is, Jesus, like Paul, exhorted his  

disciples not to be anxious.  Such moments can often be an opportunity for Christians, not so much to 

start teaching but to simply give praise and honor to Christ for what he has done for them  (see Matthew 

10:32).  When Jesus cast the legion of demons out of a man in the country of the Gerasenes, he told him 

to “Go home to your friends and ______  them _____  ______ the Lord has done for you, and _____ he has had 

_________ on you” (Mark 5:19).  But, keep in mind, the gospel is not about you.  It is about what it has 

done for you and what it can do for others.  Your good works and words give people an immediate, visible 

example of the gospel’s power! 

Discussion?    How would you explain what the Lord has done for you? 
 

What Is In Your Heart?   When the good news is in one’s heart it flows easily and naturally from 

the lips.  In Luke 6:45, Jesus expressed it this way: “The good person out of the _______   ___________ of 

his _________ produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the ____________ 

of the heart his _________ speaks.”  Notice how Paul positions the heart before the lips in his exhortation 

Premise:  Christians do not have to worry about knowing what to say, or how to say it, or when to say 
it.  Concentrate instead on what God has given you; on what you cannot keep to yourself. 

 

 
Believers have every reason to be enthusiastic about the gospel.  It makes clear exactly what was 

done for them at Calvary.  They know they are blessed daily by his love and goodness.  They 

realize they continue to receive his undeserved mercy.  Their hearts are filled with the joy of 

salvation; the joy of having God as their Father!  They find themselves living life without anxiety 

or fear.  Their hope grows stronger each day.  Such blessings as these fill their minds and hearts 

until flowing from their lips comes such grace and praise that natural opportunities for sharing 

the gospel come to those in whose hearts God is working.           

 

 

For God, who said, 
“Let light shine out 
of darkness,” has 

shone in our hearts 
to give the light of 

the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ. 

--2 Corinthians 4:6 
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found in Colossians 3:16-17: “Let the _______ of Christ ________ in you _________, teaching and 

admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with ____________ in 

your hearts to God.  And whatever you do, in ________ or ________, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through him.”  The “word of Christ” refers to the gospel which is also called 

the “implanted word” (James 1:21) and is found in the inspired words of the New Testament.  For these 

words to “dwell in you richly,” they must be read and studied and made a part of one’s life.  Let the Word 

of God be read daily, pondered deeply and lived joyfully.   

Discussion?  What does the word of Christ dwelling in you look like? 

 
Rivers of Living Water:  When Jesus spoke with the woman of Samaria at the well near Sychar 

(John 4), he offered to give her “living water.”  He went on to say to her, “…whoever drinks of the water that 

I will give him will never be __________ again.  The water that I will give him will become in him a _________ 

of water welling up to eternal life” (verse 14).  Though she did not 

fully understand, the woman earnestly desired what Jesus offered.  

It was not long until she returned to her village to tell others 

(verse 29), “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did.  Can this 

be the Christ?”  The people she spoke to went out to the well to see 

for themselves, and verse 39 says: “________ Samaritans from that 

town believed in him __________ of the woman’s testimony….”   How 

do you explain the power of this woman’s words?  Was she a 

woman of prominence? Was she a woman of great persuasive 

gifts?  Did she know the Scriptures from cover to cover?  No, the 

secret to this woman’s testimony was her encounter with Jesus 

the Christ, the Son of the living God.  In another context, (John 

7:37-39), Jesus said to a crowd in Jerusalem during the Feast of 

Tabernacles: “If anyone __________, let him come to me and drink.  

____________ believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his _________ will flow rivers of living water.’”  

Sharing the gospel does not require memorizing dozens of scriptures.  It is not about knowing the right 

questions to ask or having all the answers.  Sharing the good news begins with your own experience with 

Jesus.  If learning and obeying the gospel of Christ is not genuinely the greatest experience you have ever 

known, perhaps you are not ready yet to share the good news.    

Discussion?  Do you feel like rivers of living water are flowing out of your heart? 

 

The Fruit of the Spirit:  In the John 7 passage (above), “rivers of living water” describes the effect 

of one having the Holy Spirit dwelling in them.   That divine presence is promised to all who become 

convicted of their sinfulness and turn to God and find their sins forgiven by the blood of Jesus Christ by 

being buried with him by baptism into his death.  Such are the words of Peter in Acts 2:38 (see also Acts 

5:32); also of Paul in Romans 6:3-6 and 8:11.    Made clean by the blood of Christ, the believer’s heart 

becomes a holy dwelling place for God.  Paul speaks of this amazing experience in 1 Corinthians 6:19-

20:  “Or do you not know that your _______ is a temple of the ______  _________ within you, whom you have 

from God?  You are not your own, for you were bought with a price.  So glorify God in your body.”  With the 

Spirit’s help, Christians begin to produce what Galatians 5:22-23 calls, “the fruit of the Spirit.”  Thus, just 

as the Christ child being formed in Mary’s womb was of the Holy Spirit, so too the Spirit is at work 

With joy you will draw 
water from the wells of 
salvation.  And you will 

say in that day: “Give 
thanks to the Lord, call 
upon his name, make 

known his deeds among 
the peoples, proclaim 

that his name is 
exalted.” 

--Isaiah 12:3-4 
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forming Christ in each disciple (see Paul’s words to that effect in Galatians 4:19).  As the Spirit works in 

you, growing within your heart will be: “…love, ______, peace, patience, ___________, goodness, faithfulness, 

_____________, self-control.”   In a similar way (2 Peter 1:3-11), Peter talks about Christians as being 

people of faith and virtue, ____________, and self-control; of steadfastness and ____________, brotherly 

affection and _______.   Understand, these are not passages that list moral and spiritual virtues that must 

be practiced or else!  They describe the changes the gospel makes in people who continue to “walk by the 

Spirit” (Galatians 5:16, 25).  In Romans 8:6, Paul says that “to set the mind on the Spirit is _______ and 

________.”  People who hear the good news, who believe and respond to the good news, are people who 

in time become good news.  They find themselves blessed beyond measure.   They know the joy and peace 

of God.  They look to the future with anticipation.  Because of the gospel, their lives are richer, fuller, 

happier, and what they have to share is something they understand well!   

Discussion?  Why do some Christians, even after many years, seem not to have any good news to share? 

 
God’s People:  Christians have been given true riches; they are rich (see Luke 16:11; 2 Corinthians 

8:9; Revelation 2:9).   In 1 Peter 2:9-10, the aging apostle sought to encourage and inspire the disciples.  

He said, “But you are a _________ race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you 

may ___________ the excellencies of him who called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous light.  Once you _______  _____ a people, 

but now _____  _____ God’s people; once you had not received mercy, 

but now you have received mercy.”  Notice the powerful, positive 

images used to describe Christians.  They are chosen, they are 

royalty, they are holy, God’s very own people!  Notice too the 

purpose for which God calls them. That they “…may proclaim the 

excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”  Proclaiming the excellencies of God 

in this context is not about having a well-rehearsed sermon.  It does not mean you can answer every 

objection.  It is about being blessed so richly that you cannot keep from saying something about the One 

from whom all blessings flow!  The apostle Peter assumed that Christians, by what they said or did would 

find opportunities for sharing more about their faith.  He wrote, “But in your _________ honor Christ the 

Lord as holy, _________ being ___________ to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a ________ for the 

_______ that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 3:15).     

Discussion?  Are you ready now to explain to others your reasons “for the hope that is in you?” 

 

hen opportunities come, one does not have to be ready with a long-prepared speech.  Often 

it is the case that “less is more.”  Man’s ability to express thought is a great gift from the 

Lord, but it must be used with care (see James 3:5).  When Christians use that gift wisely 

and boldly, God will give them all the opportunity to share the gospel they can handle!  The secret to 

sharing the gospel is not a secret at all.  It is not about having “the gift of gab” or memorizing dozens of 

scriptures.  It is not about being able to answer every question.  The secret is being so in love with God 

that you cannot keep from talking about Him.  Remember the words of Jesus:  “Whoever believes in me, as 

the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water’” (John 7:38).    
 

 

W 

For we cannot but 
speak of what we 

have seen and heard. 
--Acts 4:20 
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PART 3 
 

A Way to Share the Gospel 
 

 

Do You Know? is an easy-to-use, effective method for 

sharing the gospel with others.  Keyed to Jesus’ claim in 
John 14:6, the material consists of three study guides:   

 

• Part 1, Do You Know Jesus the Way?   

• Part 2, Do You Know Jesus the Truth?  

• Part 3, Do You Know Jesus the Life?   
  
 These study guides can be used with confidence that they     
           present a reasonable and compelling case for the gospel.   

 

• Part 1 presents the gospel in a format built around 
Jesus, the evidence for his life and the claim to his 
being God.  They present what the scriptures tell us 
about Christ, his life, and teachings, as well as a study 
of his atoning sacrifice and resurrection.   

• Part 2 looks at six things taught by Christ and his 
apostles that many people have misunderstood or find 
confusing.   

• Part 3 is a study of seven facets of the Christian life. 
Each study reveals how Christians can have the 
abundant life promised by Christ.  

 
Each of the study guides is based on the English Standard 
Version (ESV) of the Bible.         
 

 
 

 



34 
 

Lesson 11          Do You Know Jesus the Way? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Lesson 1, Evidence Proving Jesus “The Way” Really Lived    

Can Christians know for certain that their faith in Christ as the Son of God is anything more than 

an age-old superstition?  Is there any proof Jesus really lived? It is encouraging to know there are 

many compelling reasons for believing in the historical Jesus; a real person who lived in Palestine 

about two thousand years ago.  This lesson looks at the evidence from four sources:  The first is 

the testimony of Jesus’ own disciples, recorded in their own words in the New Testament. Proof 

for the historical Jesus also comes from the Jews, in their denunciations of him as seen in their 

writings.  Keep in mind most Jewish leaders regarded Jesus as a heretic.  They never accepted 

him as the Messiah.  Even so, the great animus with which they spoke and wrote about Jesus 

shows they had no doubt that he was a real person.  A third line of evidence comes from things 

spoken about Jesus by Romans and Greeks during the first few centuries of the Christian era.  

These were not people who claimed to be Christians. Even so, what they wrote shows they knew 

about Jesus and considered him a real person.   A fourth source of proof for the historical Jesus 

comes from the things written about him by modern day historians and scholars.  Consider the 

claim made by the apostle John: “That which was from the beginning, which we have ________, which 

we have ______ with our eyes, which we looked upon and have  ___________ with our hands, concerning 

the word of life--the life was made ___________, and we have seen it, and __________ to it and proclaim 

to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us” (1 John 1:1-2).   
Discussion?  How do we know the gospel is not just a story invented by the apostles?   

 

Lesson 2, Evidence Proving Jesus “The Way” was Truly God    

Proof for the historical Jesus does not automatically prove that he was a divine being.  Lesson 2 

looks at the evidence for that claim by considering the things Jesus did that a mere man could not 

do.  John the apostle wrote about many incredible things Jesus did. Knowing some would find 

these claims hard to believe, he wrote:  “This is the disciple who is bearing __________ about these 

things, and who has written these things, and we know that his _____________ is ________” (John 

21:24).  Obviously, John’s claim to be telling the truth does not prove his claim, but it does cause 

one to wonder why John would have wanted to lie?  What would have been his motive?  If John 

and his fellow-apostles made up the things they wrote about Jesus, why did they continue to 

Premise:  The gospel is first of all a message about God coming into the world in the person of his Son, 
Jesus the Christ.  His coming was to establish his eternal kingdom and to become the way by which 

men enter that kingdom to receive forgiveness of their sins and the gift of eternal life. 

Part 1, Do You Know Jesus the Way? is a powerful but simple way for Christians to share the gospel.  

Paul calls the gospel “the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16).  While 

there is not just one way to present the “good news,” the way used for this study follows a pattern 

found in the four gospel writers, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John; the focus is upon Jesus.  Lessons 

also help students better understand Jesus by paying attention to what is written about him by 

other New Testament writers.  Special attention is given to his earthly ministry, miracles, 

teachings, as well as his death, burial, and resurrection. 
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promote and defend those claims when it did not bring them wealth or power or fame but only 

great persecution?  If a lie cost someone their reputation, fortune and even their life, why would 

they continue the lie?  1 Corinthians 4:9-13 is a good description of what happened to the 

apostles.  John built his account of the gospel around seven miracles (signs) to convince readers 

that Jesus the man was truly Christ the Son of God.  He writes: “Now Jesus did ________ other 

signs ____ the ___________ of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written ____  

_______ you may ___________ that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of _______, and that by believing you 

may have life in his name” (John 20:30-31).  

Discussion?  What are your reasons for believing Jesus was God in the flesh? 

 

Lesson 3, What Do We Know About Jesus “The Way?”     
Lesson 3 is a study of various scriptures that reveal things that help lay a foundation for faith in 

Jesus as the Son of God (see 1 Corinthians 3:11).  These passages provide insight into Jesus, his 

pre-earthly existence, his birth, and his life and work.  Students will learn about his baptism, and 

his purpose in coming to earth.  Attention is even drawn to what Jesus is doing even now and to 

his role as our Judge on the last day.  The more one knows and understands about Jesus, the more 

one is drawn to him.  He is the world’s one and only hope!   Students should be given the 

opportunity to make an informed decision about Christ.  The information found in this lesson 

encourages a strong and lasting faith.  As Paul expressed his faith, “I have been crucified with 

_________.  It is no longer ___ who live, but Christ who lives ____ me.  And the life I now live in the 

flesh I live by ________ in the ____  __  ____, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).   

Discussion?  What do you wish you knew more or understood better about Christ? 

 

Lesson 4, What Did Jesus “The Way” Do?    
Similar to the previous lesson, lesson 4 is a look at a number of passages (each drawn from 

Matthew’s gospel) that capture Jesus doing a variety of things; from fasting forty days and being 

tempted by the devil to instituting the Lord’s Supper.  Students are reminded of Jesus’ power over 

the demonic world, as well as nature.  He shows compassion, knows people’s unspoken thoughts, 

calls men to be his apostles, and promises to build his church.  He predicts his own death and even 

his resurrection.  Each of these passages reveal something about Christ that reveals why he 

deserves to be loved, worshipped, and served as both Lord and Savior.  As one reads and considers 

these things, they call to mind Luke’s words found in the introduction to his book of Acts.  He 

wrote, “In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with _____ that Jesus began ___  ___ and teach, 

until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 

whom he had chosen” (Acts 1:1-2)  

Discussion?  In light of all that Jesus did, why do many still choose not be become a follower? 

 

Lesson 5,What Did Jesus “The Way” Teach?    

Lesson 5 focuses on Jesus’ teachings.  Many people think of Jesus as primarily a teacher of love.  

The truth is Jesus taught on a variety of subjects; even some thing that were controversial.  Jesus 

claimed that he only taught what God his Father gave him to teach (see John 12:49).  Prior to 

his death, Moses, the great leader of the Jews prophesied that one day God would raise up another 

prophet like him.  God said, “I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And 
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I will put my ________ in his mouth, and he shall ________ to them _____ that I command him” 

(Deuteronomy 18:18).  That prophecy, of course, was fulfilled by Jesus.  The lesson also takes a 

brief look at Christ’s “sermon on the mount” as recorded in Matthew 5, 6, and 7.   

Discussion?  Were there things Jesus taught that would have been hard to hear? 

 
Lesson 6, Why Jesus Christ is Called “The Way”    

The final lesson gives teachers the opportunity to focus on Jesus’ atoning sacrifice on the cross.  

It is the message of the cross people most need to hear and understand.  Knowing that truth, Jesus 

once declared:  “And I, when I am _________  ____ from the earth, will ________ all people to myself” 

(John 12:32).  The gospel is indeed “the ________ of God for _____________ to everyone who 

believes…” (Romans 1:16; see also 1 Corinthians 1:18), but the power of the gospel is due to the 

cross and resurrection!  Paul said: “For I decided to know nothing among you except ________  

__________ and him _____________”  (1 Corinthians 2:2).  Of course, the message of the cross 

would have no meaning if Christ had not been raised (consider 1 Corinthians 15:12-19).  

Students are encouraged to ponder the implications of the empty tomb, and as well as Christ’s 

ascension and exaltation to the right hand of God.  This lesson gives students gain a better 

understanding of the price paid to redeem them from their sins and what he is still doing for them!   

Discussion?  What is the fourth fact of the gospel identified by Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:1-8? 

 

Whoever Believes and Is Baptized     A familiar hymn has these encouraging words:  “I love 

to tell the story.”  Hopefully, that is the attitude of every Christian.  What a privilege it is to tell the story 

of “the true grace of God” (1 Peter 5:12). It is not called a story because it is fiction, but because it is a 

narrative of the events that took place about two thousand years ago that changed the world and made 

forgiveness of sins and eternal salvation possible for every person.  When a student finishes Part 1, you 

can be confident you have shared the gospel with them.  This is what Christ asks Christians to do (see 1 

Corinthians 1:17).  Some people, possibly even before the lessons are completed, will express a desire to 

be baptized.  In such cases it is good to follow the example of Paul and the jailer in Philippi.  The Bible 

says, “And he took them the same _______ of the _________ and washed their wounds; and he was 

____________ at _______, he and all his family” (Acts 16:33).   However, do not expect every student to 

be ready to respond when they are through.  Sharing the faith requires patience and love.  Paul wrote (2 

Timothy 2:23-25), “Have __________ to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; you know that they breed 

quarrels.  And the Lord’s servant _______  _____  ____ quarrelsome but _______ to everyone, able to teach, 

patiently enduring evil, correcting his opponents with ____________.  God may perhaps grant them repentance 

_________ to a _____________ of the ________.”  The Christian’s responsibility is to give everyone the 

opportunity to learn and understand.  What people do with that opportunity is up to them.  In giving the 

apostles the great commission (Mark 16:16), Jesus made it clear: “Whoever believes ____ is baptized will be 

________ but whoever does not believe will be ___________.”     

 

hat greater honor could anyone have than to be used by the Lord to bring the good news to 

others!  Be sure to cover every effort with prayer and thanksgiving.  Ask God’s blessings 

for wisdom and boldness.  Pray also that God will grant your student a humble, penitent 

heart that they might come to a knowledge of the truth and soon join you and other Christians in serving 

forever our “great God and Savior Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13)!  

W 
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  Lesson 12         Do You Know Jesus the Truth? 

    
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Lesson 1, What “The Truth” Taught About Truth   

Part 2 begins with a study about truth itself.  Oddly enough, in today’s world, this is a subject 

about which there is much confusion.  Some do not believe that there is any absolute truth.  They 

believe all truth is relative.  They believe that truth is subjective, being whatever a person  chooses 

to believe at any given moment.  The purpose of Lesson 1 is to show that real, objective truth 

exists because it is the reality known and revealed by the Lord.  God is an immortal, self-existent, 

omniscient, omnipotent and omnipresent Being.  The things known and revealed by God are 

truths all men should seek to know and understand (see John 17:17).  These provide the safest 

light for one’s travels through life (see Psalm 119:105).   This lesson looks at the nature and 

purpose of truth and the critical role God’s Word plays in a Christian’s life.  Special attention is 

given to the process by which the Holy Spirit was given to the apostles, guiding them into “all the 

truth” and how that process resulted in the Scriptures of the New Testament.  Jesus foretold this 

when in John 16:13-14, he said: “When the Spirit of _________ comes, he will guide you into ______ 

the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare 

to you the things that are to come.  He will ___________ me, for he will take what is mine and 

__________ it to you.”      

Discussion?  How would you answer Pilate’s question as found in John 18:38? 
 

Lesson 2, What “The Truth” Taught About the Church/Kingdom   
Lesson 2 takes a look at the scriptures connected with what New Testament writers refer to as 

Christ’s church (Matthew 16:18).  The church is also called the “body of Christ” (1 Corinthians 

12:27; Ephesians 1:22-23) and in other scriptures the body or church is spoken of the “the kingdom 

of heaven/God” (Mark 1:15; Matthew 3:1; see also Colossians 1:13).  Departures from the faith 

and especially denominationalism (which is division “gone to seed!”) have resulted in so much 

confusion about the church and Christianity today.  The purpose of lesson 2is to draw attention 

to what Christ and his apostles taught about the one church.  Christ said, “I will build my church” 

(Matthew 16:18).  Ephesians 4:3-6 reveals the Christ’s church as the “one body” that professes 

“one faith,” practices “one baptism,” and has “one hope.”  This lesson cuts through much of the 

confusion to show how all believers in Christ can achieve and “maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace.”    The lesson begins with one of the many prophecies related to the kingdom’s 

Premise:  The truth, not error, sets men free from sin.  The word of truth was given by the Father to the 
Son who imparted it to the apostles and perfectly brought to their remembrance by the Holy Spirit.   

Jesus is not only “the way,” he is also “the truth” (John 14:6).  Part 2, Do You Know Jesus the Truth?  

offers students an opportunity to take a closer look at some of Jesus’ teachings.  The Christian 

faith is not a hodge-podge of men’s conflicting ideas.  It consists of the truths taught by Christ to 

the apostles and later brought to their remembrance by the Holy Spirit (John 14:26).  Thus, the 

Scriptures speak about the “one faith” (Ephesians 4:5), which is also described as “the faith that was 

once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 1:3).  The true teachings of the faith are those that are 

found in the inspired Scriptures of New Testament.               
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establishment.  Speaking of the church as "the household of God,” Paul writes, saying “I hope to come 

to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave 

in the household of God, which is _____  __________ of the _________ God, a pillar and buttress of the 

________” (1 Timothy 3:14-15).     

Discussion?  Why does the church which believers choose to be members of matter? 

 

Lesson 3,  What “The Truth” Taught About Salvation   

Lesson 3 is a simple review of scriptures relating to the plan of salvation.  Although the gospel 

plan of salvation was covered in Part 1, this review is given for two reasons:  First, it is possible 

even at this point that some will have yet to be baptized.  It takes time for certain kinds of ideas 

to take hold in people’s minds and hearts.  The Scriptures speak of  God granting “repentance” to 

some that leads “to a knowledge of the truth” (2 Timothy 2:25-26).    It is hoped this lesson will 

provide some with the incentive to complete their obedience.  In the second place this review 

reminds students of key scriptures for explaining the plan of salvation.  The passages cited in this 

lesson are a reminder that people are lost because of their sins, and of how important it is for 

people to recognize their sinfulness and lost condition.  Other passages emphasize the need for 

repentance and for being born again.  Students will see examples of persons who were saved by 

the gospel in apostolic times, drawing attention to baptism as an important part of that process.  

The apostle Peter told Christians that it is good to be reminded of basic teachings.  He wrote: 

“Therefore I intend always to _________ you of these qualities, though you ______  ______ and are 

______________ in the ________ that you have.  I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to _______ 

you up by way of reminder” (2 Peter 1:12-13).    

Discussion?  If asked, could you explain, using scripture, what one needs to know to be saved? 

 
Lesson 4, What “The Truth” Taught About the Two Covenants   

Beginning with a brief explanation of covenants, Lesson 4 is a way to help students discern 

between the “old,” and “new” covenants.  The “old covenant”(2 Corinthians 3:14; Hebrews 8:7) 

was also known as “the Law of Moses” (Luke 2:22; Hebrews 10:28). The “new covenant” (Hebrews 

8:13), is the gospel of Christ.  Students will also understand the distinction between the two 

covenants and the writings of the Old and New Testaments, that the old covenant was fulfilled, 

and ended at Calvary but there is still a place and purpose for the Scriptures of the Old Testament 

today (see Romans 15:4; 2 Timothy 3:14-17).   This lesson encourages Christians to cherish 

their privilege of having a relationship with God by virtue of a covenant of grace rather than a 

covenant of law.  The lesson draws attention to the Lord’s Supper, along with baptism, as an 

emblem or a sign of the new covenant and why the observance of that covenant each Lord’s day 

is so important.  Speaking of the change of covenants, the Hebrew writer said:  “But as it is, Christ 

has obtained a ministry that is as ______  ______  ___________  than the old as the __________ he 

mediates ___  ________, since it is enacted on better _________.  For if that _____ covenant had been 

faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a _________” (Hebrews 8:6-7).   

Discussion?  What does the new covenant have to do with the Christian’s hope? 

 

Lesson 5, What “The Truth” Taught About the Holy Spirit   

Lesson 5 draws attention to the Holy Spirit, the third identity within the deity (or, divine being, 
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Acts 17:29, Colossians 2:9).  The scriptures teach there is but one God (Deuteronomy 6:4; 

Isaiah 44:6), but they also teach that there are three who share in the oneness of that divine 

essence (see John 1:1; cf. Acts 5:4, 9; also 1 Corinthians 3:16).  This is not a contradiction of 

Scriptures; it is a mystery (see Deuteronomy 29:29).  The three identities or persons are 

characterized as one, sharing equally in their identity as the one God (see 1 Corinthians 8:5-6).  

Matthew 28:19 reveals that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit have one name.  Jesus claimed, “the 

Father is in me and I am in the Father” (John 10:38; also see 17:20-21).    The lesson also looks at 

the Holy Spirit’s role and work as the divine agency behind “the word of God” (Acts 4:31; Hebrews 

4:12; also 2 Peter 1:21).  The Holy Spirit’s work in conveying God’s word to men is seen in 

Peter’s reference to Psalm 69:25:  “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit 

________ beforehand ___ the ________ of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who 

arrested Jesus” (Acts 1:16).  Students also learn that those who obey the gospel “receive the gift of 

the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).  In 1 Corinthians 3:16, Paul writes, “Do you not know that you are 

God’s temple and that God’s ________ dwells ___ you?”     

Discussion?  Do you have a good way to explain the idea of the trinity? 

 

Lesson 6, What “The Truth” Taught About the Last Days   

The final lesson in Part 2 looks at a topic which causes fear for many people.  It has also given 

rise to much false teaching, especially from teachers of various forms of millennialism (i.e. beliefs 

related to a thousand year reign of Christ on earth).  Lesson 6 looks at the subject of the last days, 

when the world and time will be no more.  The New Testament scriptures clearly teach that the 

world and universe is destined for destruction.  In 1 Peter 4:7, the apostle Peter wrote: “The 

_____ of _____  _________ is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your 

prayers.”  The scriptures teach that the heavens and earth are to be destroyed.  The “end” will not 

be just a “refining fire” after which everything is made new again.  Peter taught believers, “But the 

_____ of the _______ will come like a ______, and then the heavens will _______  ________ away 

with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the ________ and the works 

that are done on it will be _________” 2 Peter 3:10.  Some may be surprised to learn that the second 

coming of Christ is a teaching that was not meant to frighten people but to encourage and comfort 

believers (see 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).   

Discussion?  Should Christians be praying “Our Lord, come!” (see 1 Corinthians 16:22) 

 

t is important to remember, people are not lost because they do not know the truth.  They are lost 

because they have sinned.  Truth is what sets men free from sin and the slavery it brings (John 8:32).   

Ignorance of God’s word and a lack of love for the truth has created problems for every generation.  

In 2 Corinthians 4:3-4, Paul said, “…the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them 

from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (see also 2 Thessalonians 

2:10).   Understanding “the truth” given by Jesus leads to freedom from the darkness and confusion of the 

devil’s lies.  It brings freedom so that one can experience life abundantly.  Be thankful for every 

opportunity to help someone begin to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” 

(2 Peter 3:18).  As Paul writes, “Let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do 

not give up” (Galatians 6:9).  Amen.    

I 
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Lesson 13         Do You Know Jesus the Life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Lesson 1, An Abundant, Eternal Life    

The purpose of Lesson 1 is to impress the mind and heart of Christians once more with the 

assurance and joy that is theirs because they have heard, believed and obeyed the gospel.  God 

offers men the opportunity for life that is really life, not merely the passing of days and years.  Life 

is a quality of existence made possible only by the one who is called “the life” (John 14:6, see also 

John 1:4).  Jesus wanted people to know that the life he came to offer is abundant as well as eternal 

(John 3:36).  Believers do not wait until they die to begin living this blessed life.  For those who 

obey the gospel, the rich, soul-satisfying life begins immediately and only gets “sweeter as the 

days go by!”  According to Jesus, “… Whoever believes in me, though he _____, yet shall he _______, 

and everyone who lives and believes in me shall ________ die” (John 11:25-26).  Scriptures used in 

this lesson draw attention to the assurances of a life that is abundant and eternal.  They also make 

clear God’s marvelous plan for keeping his people cleansed of their sins.  God wants his people to 

be confident in their salvation (see 1 John 1:7; 5:11-13).   

Discussion?  Does the Christian life seem like an abundant life to you? 

 

Lesson 2, A Life of Faith and Faithfulness     

Lesson 2 reminds students that while Christians should be confident of their salvation, it must 

not be taken for granted.  God warns: “Therefore do not throw away your ___________, which has a 

great reward.  For you have ______ of ___________, so that when you have done the will of God you 

may receive what is promised.  For, "Yet a little while, and the coming one will come and will not delay; 

but my righteous one shall live by ________, and if he shrinks _______, my soul has ____ pleasure in 

him."  But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have _______ and 

preserve their souls” (Hebrews 10:35-39).   Scriptures examined in this lesson look at the need for 

faith and faithfulness.  They also give insight into what a faithful life looks like.  They also include 

several scriptures warning Christians of the danger of falling away.   

Discussion?  What is the relationship between faith, and faithfulness? 

 

Lesson 3, A Life of Holiness     

Because we live in a world filled with ungodliness and evil, some people may find Lesson 3 a bit 

challenging.  John writes: “We know that we are from God, and the ________ world lies in the 

Premise:  The gospel works on the mind and heart but is most vividly seen in the changes it brings 
to the Christian’s life.  With every change, the abundant life grows richer and more joyful!   

Part 3, Do You Know Jesus the Life?  The purpose of the gospel is not just to fill a person’s mind with 

the good news. The gospel is not merely a collection of truths that are to be believed.  The gospel is 

really experienced when it begins to change a person’s life, beginning with their heart.  Jesus said he 

came that people might have life and have it abundantly (John 10:10).  He was not talking about a life 

filled with stuff.  He was not even talking about a life where only good things happen.  He was talking 

about a life so good, so blessed, and so fulfilling that one cannot keep quiet about it.  The gospel is not  

something you just receive; you get to live it.  Best of all, it is something you get to share!    
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_________ of the _______ one” (1 John 5:19).   Once people are cleansed of their sins and receive 

the gift of God’s Holy Spirit, they should strive to continue to live lives that are set apart for the 

service and glory of God.   The Scriptures urge, “Strive for peace with everyone, and for the 

__________ without which no one will see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14).    Timothy was encouraged 

to remind the saints of a noble goal:  “Therefore, if anyone cleanses ___________ from what is 

_____________, he will be a vessel for honorable use, _____ ________ as holy, ________ to the master 

of the house, ready for every good work” (2 Timothy 2:21).   The passages examined in this lesson 

reveal practical descriptions of the way every Christians should live their life.    

Discussion?  What are some of the changes the gospel has made in your life? 

 

Lesson 4, A Life of Worship and Praise     

The purpose of this lesson is to remind Christians that God seeks men to worship him and that 

their worship is to be “…in spirit and truth” (John 4:23-24).  Different scriptures identify the ways 

Christians worshipped together in the first century.   The early saints engaged in simple acts, 

such as sharing in the Lord’s Supper, singing, praying, giving, and listening to God’s word.  The 

pattern for these things was set by apostolic authority (see Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2; 1 

Timothy 3:14-15) and can be safely followed today.  The references to singing provide teachers 

an excellent opportunity to explain the reason why Christians practice congregational singing 

without the accompaniment of musical instruments.  The lesson also emphasizes the need for 

regular, faithful assembling together on the Lord’s Day each week.  The Hebrew writer 

admonishes believers:  “And let us consider how to _______  ____ one another to love and good works, 

not ____________ to _______ together, as is the _________ of some, but encouraging one another, and 

all the more as you see the Day drawing near” (Hebrews 10:24-25).   

Discussion?  Why does God seek people to worship him? 

 

Lesson 5, A Life of Service and Good Works      

Sometimes people obey the gospel without fully understanding that in becoming a child of God, 

they are being called into his service.  Christians emulate the example of Christ in serving God 

by serving one another and others who are in need.  Paul encouraged the Christians in Philippi 

to see themselves like Christ, as servants.   He wrote:  “Have this ________ among yourselves, which 

is which is yours in Christ Jesus,  who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God 

a thing to be __________, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a __________, being born in the 

likeness of men” (Philippians 2:5-7).  While Christians are not saved by works, students are 

reminded that they have been “created in Christ Jesus for good works” (Ephesians 2:8-10).  Students 

have the chance to consider their own God-given gifts and talents as they consider how they too 

can best serve God.   

Discussion?  Do you find it hard to put yourself in the role of serving others? 

 

Lesson 6, A Life of Confession and Suffering    

The purpose of lesson 6 is to encourage  believers in attempting to share the gospel with others. 

It also aims to prepare Christians for the possibility of suffering when they do make an effort to 

reach out to someone.  It often catches new Christians by surprise that everyone does not share 

their enthusiasm for the gospel.  The reality is some people feel threatened by the Christian faith 
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causing them to respond with anger or rudeness.  Jesus taught his disciples to be prepared for 

these things to happen.  He said: “Blessed are those who are _____________ for righteousness’ sake, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you when others _________ you and persecute you and 

utter ____  _______ of evil against you falsely on my account.  Rejoice and ___  _______, for your reward 

is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you” (Matthew 5:10-12).   

According to Jesus, sometimes this suffering comes from one’s own family or household (see 

Matthew 10:36; Mark 6:4).  Luke makes it clear that suffering for the faith is a matter of honor 

and not of shame.  Acts 5:41 says,  “Then they left the presence of the council, ___________ that they 

were counted __________ to suffer dishonor for the ________.”  

Discussion?  What should a Christian do if their zeal for the Lord is met with anger? 

 

Lesson 7, A Life of Readiness and Hope     

The final lesson in this study is a reminder that no one knows when their earthly life will end.  

Therefore, each person should settle in their mind and heart the intention to be ready at all times.  

The gospel prepares believers to anticipate that time with eagerness.  Christians can truthfully 

say as did Paul, “… my ________ is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far _________” 

(Philippians 1:23).   Scriptures cited in this lesson once more emphasize the believer’s hope and 

confidence in their salvation.  The Hebrew writer spoke of the reason for Christ’s coming, saying 

“…that through ________ he might destroy the one who has the power of ________, that is, the devil, and 

deliver all those who through _______ of death were subject to lifelong slavery” (Hebrews 2:14-15).  For 

those who are in Christ, the abundant life is lived with the confidence that it is only going to get 

better!     

Discussion?  Is it boastful or wrong to be confident of one’s forgiveness and hope of eternal life? 

 
               

esus “the Life” did not come just to die and make salvation possible.  He came to show men how to 

live, to really live!  He came to show men how to never die (see John 11:25-26).  By sharing these 

lessons, teachers are doing what Jesus commanded: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 

have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age" (Matthew 28:19-20).  

 

With the completion of these Do You Know? studies: Part 1, Jesus the Way, Part 2, Jesus the Truth and Part 

3, Jesus the Life, you can be confident of three things:  1) students have heard the gospel, 2) students have 

been introduced to important foundational teachings, and 3) students have been given guidance in 

knowing how to practice the Christian life.  Hopefully, they will also now look upon you as a true friend, 

someone whom they can continue to look to as a mentor and guide.  Keep these people in your prayers.  

Encourage and nurture them in every way.  Be with them and let them be with you. 

 

And don’t forget …TEACH THEM TO TEACH! 
 
 

 

 

J 
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THE ALPHA STUDY 
 
With the conclusion of the thirteen lessons, it is highly recommended each student to immediately begin 

planning their Alpha Study.  This study involves teaching a fellow-Christian through Part 1 of the Do You 

Know? series. This study has six lessons and gives Christians an opportunity to actually experience 

teaching the gospel to others.  With the help of the fellow-Christian, the experience is gained in a context 
that is safe and non-threatening. 
 

Recruit a Student   

Speak with someone you know and trust and ask if they would be willing to be your student 

through a six-week study of Do You Know Jesus the Way?   Explain that you are trying to learn how 

to better share the gospel with others and you want to gain some practical experience.    Assure 
them that you want them to just be themselves.  Their commitment is to read and consider the 
scriptures given in each lesson and give you the opportunity to go over each lesson.  Let them 
know they will free to ask questions and offer their own comments.  As much as possible set a 
time and place that is conducive for regular meetings.  When a person agrees to assist you, give 

them a copy of Do You Know?  Part 1.*  

 

Prepare for Each Lesson 
Go through each lesson on your own, filling in the blanks and giving thought to how each 

scripture contributes to understanding the gospel.  A Do You Know? Teacher’s Guide* is available 

which contains helpful thoughts and commentary on each scripture used in Parts 1, 2 and 3 of Do 

You Know?    Pray for the time together that it will be fruitful, that God will calm your spirit and 

fill your heart with good things to share.  Pray for the student, even though they are already a 
Christian, that they too will receive a blessing from your time together.   Be thankful for the 
opportunities God is giving you to glorify him in yet another way! 

 

Conduct the Study 
It is always helpful to begin each study with prayer.  It is good to begin each lesson with an 
overview* (preview) of the lesson.  Invite your student to share in the reading of the scriptures 
and filling in the blanks.  Allow them to express their thought about what each scripture is saying.  
In some cases, it may be helpful to provide a context for the passages cited.   Make whatever 
points you wish that might give helpful insight into the gospel.  Try not to let the discussion get 
off track.  Do not get drawn into disagreements.  Do not worry if something comes up that you 
do not know what to say.  A frank admission or a kind compliment are always useful, “I’m not sure 
but thank you for sharing that with me,” or “That’s a good question (or, That’s an interesting thought), I 
will have to think about that.”  Ask for feedback from your student.  Even if what they say hurts a 
bit, give it some thought and be thankful you can learn from this experience.   Remember, no one 
is perfect.  No one has all the answers.  Mistakes will be made, but mistakes can be teachers.  Be 
humble and be thankful.  It is also good to wrap up each study with prayer together.   

 

Take Stock of Your Experience 
Did it kill you or cause you to have a nervous breakdown?   If not, you have reason to move 
forward!  You have proved that you can do it; you can teach someone the gospel.  Your desire has 
turned into experience, and from now on you are simply going to get better and better at it!   Now 
put yourself at God’s disposal.  In the words of Isaiah 6:8, “And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’”  Then, like Isaiah, you can say, “Here I am! Send me!”        

  
*Do You Know? workbooks and Teacher’s Guide are available from gospelteachingnetwork.com   
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Other Resources 
GOSPEL TEACHING NETWORK 

 

Website:  gospelteachingnetwork.com 

A website for motivating and equipping Christians for the great work of sharing the gospel. 
Information regarding GTN and GTN materials, including free downloads and videos. 

Weekly blog—The Fields Are White…Still! 
 
 

Free GTN Workshop 
A ten-session workshop (dates, times flexible to fit congregation’s needs. 

Presentations emphasize MOTIVATION in conjunction with PRACTICAL ISSUES related to sharing the 
gospel, and training on use of the Do You Know? gospel study materials. 

Each attendee receives a FREE set of the materials. 
To discuss or to schedule a workshop, call Don Huddleston, 580 304-5595 

 
 

Do You Know?  Gospel Study Material 
Three easy-to-use booklets for teaching the gospel and follow-up studies 

Three-part study built around Jesus’ claim found in John 14:6.  Part 1, Do You Know Jesus the Way? 
Part 2, Do You Know Jesus the Truth? Part 3, Do You Know Jesus the life? 

• Study Guides, Parts 1, 2, and 3,  $3.00 

• Sets, $5  5 copies of Part 1, or 5 copies of Part 2, or 5 copies of Part 3 
25% discount on orders of $25 or more 

SHIPPING COSTS SPLIT 50-50! 
 
 

Do You Know?  Teacher’s Guide 
90-page guide for gospel teachers using the Do You Know? gospel study materials.  

Overview/introductory material for every lesson; commentary & discussion on every scripture used in 
the three booklets.  Invaluable guide for Christians desiring additional help in getting prepared.  

Additional space provided for teacher’s personal notes. 
Teacher’s Guides  $10 

SHIPPING COSTS SPLIT 50-50! 
 
 

Connection Cards 
Easy, fun-to-use 3x5 Bible knowledge cards give Christians a way to connect with others. 

Seven different cards, each containing seven True/False questions.  Reverse side has answers with 
scriptural support.  Creates interest and opportunity to build connections. 

• Starter Set $5  (12 #1 cards, 3 each of #2, #3, #4, #5, #6 and #7) 

• Supply Set/all $25 (30 each of #1, #2, #3, #4, #5, #6 and #7) 

• Supply Set/#1 $5 (40 #1 cards) 
SHIPPING COSTS SPLIT 50-50! 

 
 

(For information and pictures of all GTN resources, visit gospelteachingnetwork.com) 


